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Heavenly Food Creations
 “A Full Catering Service”

By Cathy Yamsuan, 
Christian V. Esguerra

Chief Justice Renato Corona kept more than 
$12 million in “fresh deposits” in five banks 
where he maintained 82 dollar accounts be-
tween April 2003 and early this year, Om-
budsman Conchita Carpio Morales on Mon-
day testified at the Senate impeachment trial 
of Corona.
 
Morales said fresh 
deposits referred 
to deposits that 
did not move. 
“They remained in 
the particular ac-
counts,” she said.
    Corona, whom 
the Office of the 
Ombudsman is 
investigating on 
his alleged unex-
plained wealth, has vehemently denied hold-
ing at least $10 million in bank deposits.
    The Chief Justice declared a net worth of 
P22.9 million in his statement of assets, li-
abilities and net worth for 2010.
    With the assistance of the Commission on 
Audit (COA), Morales said her office came up 
with the total amount of Corona’s dollar de-
posits based on a report that the Anti-Money 
Laundering Council (AMLC)   had prepared 
for the Office of the Ombudsman.
    The AMLC report recorded a total of 705 
transactions in Corona’s foreign currency ac-
counts with Bank of the Philippine Islands 
(BPI), Philippine Savings Bank (PSBank), Al-
lied Bank, Deutsche Bank and Citibank, ac-
cording to Morales.
    Morales said the transactional balance “is 
not the balance of the account” but a record of 
the “transactions that went into funds … in-
cluding the inflow and outflow of funds.”
    COA Commissioner Heidi Mendoza, who 
appeared briefly last night at the trial to ex-
plain COA’s analysis of the transactions, said 
inflows into the accounts totaled $28.7 million 
over the past eight years.
 
Mendoza placed the total outflow from the ac-
counts at $30.7 million.
 
Adverse witness 

Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile, the presid-
ing officer of the impeachment court, obliged 
Morales’ request that she be presented as the 
first “hostile witness” for the defense, citing 
her hectic schedule.
    True to her billing, she brought out what 
appeared to be pieces of evidence damaging 
to Corona.
    Morales submitted to the impeachment court 
a copy of a 17-page report from the AMLC.
    She said the report was among the reasons 
she wrote Corona on April 20 about her of-
fice’s “fact-finding” investigation of his al-
leged ill-gotten wealth. She said she was also 
acting on three separate complaints with es-
sentially the same allegations.
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The country’s new 
tourism campaign 
logo, It’s More Fun 
In The Philippines, 
won the Grand Prix 
Award for Best De-
sign for Corporate/ Brand Identity 
Category at the recent Adobo De-
sign Awards 2012. 

The logo, which is a banig weave (local 
mat) that forms the map of the Philippines, 
was also judged as Best Design in the Logo 
Category, making it a double victory for the 
Philippine tourism brand that evening.

Held last April 20, 2012 at the M Cafe, the 
Adobo Design Awards champions the best 
in Philippine design and recognizes the tal-
ents behind them. Originally launched in 
2007, the competition promises to up the 
ante and bring out the best of the best. Sub-
mitted works were judged by top men and 
women of advertising and design measur-
ing up to global standards of excellence.
   “The banig design of the logo is indicative 
of our nature as a people.  Our country is 
made up of people from different regional 
cultures and backgrounds.  Yet, just like the 
weave, we are united by our similarity -- a 

Tourism’s ‘More Fun’ Logo Bags Best 
Design in Adobo Design Awards 2012

Corona keep-
ing $12M in 5 
banks–
Ombudsman

warm, easy-going and fun-loving quality 
that is inherent in all of us and attractive 
to foreign friends,” says Tourism Secre-
tary, Ramon Jimenez, Jr.
   “Its lively colors represent the Filipino 
people’s fun-loving nature -- a quality 
we are known for around the world and 
a quality that assures visiting tourists 
that their experience in our country will 
be positive, enjoyable and most of all, 
FUN,” Secretary Jimenez added
   The banig logo was created by Design-
Works, the newly-launched design divi-
sion of BBDO Guerrero | Proximity Phil-
ippines, for the Department of Tourism 
(DOT) country brand campaign. It has 
already been adopted and used in mer-
chandising materials by the department 
and several trade partners.
   With this achievement, DOT looks for-
ward to sustaining its efforts in building a 
new sense of excitement around the tour-
ism brand and eliciting renewed enthusi-
asm for the country’s tourism industry.

THE 40TH ANNUAL PCN

Activists take part in a demonstration in front of the Chinese 
embassy in Washington,D.C. on May 11 to protest against 
an escalating territorial dispute over the Scarborough 
Shoal, a tiny rocky outcrop in the South China Sea about 
230 kilometres (140 miles) from the Philippines. The Philip-
pines says the shoal is part of its territory because it falls 
within its exclusive economic zone. AFP PHOTO

China: Philippines must 
surrender sovereignty
 

 

BEIJING: A high official of the Chinese For-
eign Ministry told Asian journalists on Friday 
that the month-long Philippines-China dis-
pute over the Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal 
can only be resolved if the Philippines sur-
renders its sovereignty and respects China’s 
claim. Continued on page 3

Renato Corona
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“It’s hard for many to imagine, but having fun, feeding your pas-
sions, and engaging your talents are simple steps that will take 
you to the bigger answers you seek.” 
Jonathan H. Ellerby

I feel elated.  I just watched our son Dane on TV’s America’s 
Got Talent.  Sacramento has to be proud.  We have the amazing 
and talented David Garibaldi with his speed painting act together 
with his CMYK dancers (Dan Juris, Ryan Rivac, Eric Templo, 
Dane San Pedro) audition in SF, and they are going to Vegas!!!  

If they make it through again, please tune in next Monday to see.  

This issue is Philippine Fiesta’s 11th year’s first, for our community.  When 
we think we are overwhelmed with our other responsibilities and will not 
make it to print, each write up about the community events and happenings 
that we receive from our contributors, just continue to inspire us to  keep go-
ing.  There is so much to be proud of what everyone does for our community-
promoting our Filipino culture and heritage, acknowledging one’s accom-
plishments, and just plain humanitarian service to help the needy should all 
be recognized.  

Next week on Sunday will be the beginning of the many fiesta celebrations in 
Sacramento and around:
May 20- Pacific Rim Festival- Old Sacramento
June 2- Pista Sa Nayon-Vallejo
June 3- Filipino Fiesta-Sacramento

Lastly, come join us with the Filipino Community of Sacramento and Vicin-
ity and the Bayanihan Club of Sacramento for an afternoon of fitness and fun 
at the Jose Rizal Community Center this Saturday, the 19th at 1:00 PM.   It’s 
free!!

Always,
Dinnah San Pedro

A T T E N T I O N
Special Meeting for FCSV

“Presentation and Proposal for a
Filipino Community Center project “

Sunday, May 20, 2012
Time: 12 noon - 3:00pm

Sherriff’s office
7000 65th St., Sacramento, CA

Lunch will be served at 12 noon
Meeting starts at 1:00 p.m.

“Listen as he shares his plans to possibly
help build our community center.”

Please call Aida Azurin-916-616-1040
or email-aidaazurin@comcast.net

Glimpses

Defend Scarborough, defend the 
Philippines
By Jose Ma. Montelibano

In our Constitution, 
Section 2 of the Dec-
laration of Principles 

says that the defense of 
the State is a prime duty 
of the government, and in 
the fulfillment of this du-
ty, all citizens may be re-
quired to render personal 
military or civil service.
 
The controversy now raging in 
the Scarborough Shoal brings 
to mind this particular prin-
ciple contained in our Consti-
tution. The peaceful resolu-
tion of an issue is the wish of 
the Filipino people. We still 
have to get over the shock 
of China’s arbitrary claim of 
territorial control of Scarbor-
ough Shoal despite the almost 
1,000-mile distance from its 
nearest shore compared to the 
220-mile distance from our 
Zambales coast, but Filipinos 
do not want an armed conflict. 
China is a superpower with a 
military might second to none; 
the Philippines is a country 
struggling to rise above third 
world status. Why would we 
want war?
    A fear or distaste of violence 
will not be enough, however, 
to prevent it if another party 
decides to bully us. Even a 
rat, when cornered, will fight 
back. The choice to put us in 
a corner is China’s, while the 
choice to fight or not is ours. 
I believe that enough Filipinos 
will risk sacrifice and death if 
China takes over Scarborough 
Shoal. It has little to do with 
the Constitution, however. The 
Constitution is not our reason 
for loving our country, for 
wanting to protect it against its 
enemies, or for our risking all 
for freedom and sovereignty – 
it simply acknowledges these. 
Love of country, of freedom 
and independence, is born 
of deeper and more natural 
causes.
    Today, Filipinos are being 
influenced to confront their 
fears in the face of the surpris-
ing Chinese claim and result-
ing moves to apply that claim. 
We know we are no match 
against China militarily. But 
it is extremely galling to be 
victimized by size and supe-
rior force when we simply 
want to keep what is ours and 

wish no harm to anyone. All 
the more this resentment is 
made more bitter when we 
estimated suspect that we 
have something extremely 
valuable that a bully just 
wants to wrest away from 
us. Soon, we may reach that 
state of being a cornered rat.
 
It does not help any to run 
to the United States and ask 
for its protection. To do so 
carries with it a price that 
may be more bitter than we 
can pay without becoming 
the same cornered rat. There 
was a time when an Ameri-
can government decided to 
invade not just an uninhabit-
ed shoal but a whole country 
that had done no harm to it. 
It was a most kept secret for 
almost a century that Ameri-
can soldiers slaughtered 
Filipinos by the hundreds 
of thousands and caused the 
death of more hundreds of 
thousands of civilians, but 
that ugly truth of history is 
ironically housed in the an-
nals of the Congress of the 
United States. America is 
for America and justifies 
any and all actions, mild or 
brutal, more in the name of 
American interest, less for 
justice, less for democracy.
 
It is, in fact, China with 
whom we have ties not just 
historical but physical as 
well. We are literally neigh-
bors, and we have substan-
tial blood ties. We should 
be the best of friends, not 
adversaries. But there is 
strategic circumstance, tre-
mendous wealth and vital 
resources in the long area 
west of the Philippines, from 
Scarborough Shoal to Sulu, 
including the lands of Pala-
wan and Western Mindanao. 
These represent sea lanes 

that are crucial to in-
ternational trade and 
military sea and air 
movements. These 
represent $26 tril-
lion worth of oil and 
gas deposits which 
could last beyond a 
hundred years. And 
these represent, not 
just $26 trillion, but 
oil and gas that are 
vital to production 
and consumption, 
more importantly, to 
the peace of mind of 
superpowers.

  We are talking about the se-
curity of nations, not just their 
prosperity. If China, or Ameri-
ca, believes that what we have 
beneath the sea or the land is 
in their interest to have or to 
control, there will be no right 
or wrong to guide their action, 
only success.
    It is a timely moment to ac-
cept reality with more clarity 
and less wishful thinking. Our 
fate is truly, and ultimately, 
only in our hands. Our sover-
eignty, our independence, our 
freedom, these will not be gifts 
from superpowers, they will be 
fruits from our blood, sweat 
and tears. If we are not willing 
to give all, we will not be able 
to keep all.
    Let us look at our families, 
our communities, our land 
and our seas, our race and our 
motherland. These are worth 
keeping, worth fighting for, 
worth dying for. Let us not 
distract ourselves by the non-
essentials, by discussions or 
debates that will never provide 
answers unless we first have 
courage and resolve in our 
hearts.
    Heroism is not always an act 
of a moment. More often, for 
people rather than for individu-
als, heroism grows from day to 
day, in small acts that do not 
ask much right away. It is our 
duty to respond to any call of 
the State to provide military 
or civil service in the face of 
threat or imminent danger. It 
is best to check ourselves if we 
have it in us to sacrifice and 
risk in little ways today when 
it may be all or nothing tomor-
row. We must step up, we must 
volunteer our time and servic-
es, we must show China that 
we may be smaller but not less 
braver.
 
Defend Scarborough, defend 
the Philippines.

The past week saw a 
conspicuous real-
ity of the state of 

living that reign in our 
economic midst for a 
sizeable number of Fili-
pinos all over the coun-
try.

SWS survey revealed that 
more Filipino families expe-
rienced involuntary hunger in 
the last three months. Report 
further revealed that about one 
in every five households (21.5 
percent), or an estimated 4.3 
million families, went hun-
gry in the third quarter of last 
year compared to 15.1 percent 
in the previous quarter. SWS 
inquire 1,200 respondents 
nationwide: “In the last three 
months, did it happen even 
once that your family experi-
enced hunger and did not have 
anything to eat?” A follow up 
question was framed by SWS 
to be classified as; experienc-
ing hunger “only once” or “a 
few times” as “moderate hun-
ger,” while going hungry “of-
ten” or “always” was rated as 
“severe hunger.”

The survey showed that, those 
who experienced “moderate 
hunger” increased 4.9 per-
centage points from 13.1 per-
cent (2.6 million families) in 
June to 18 percent (3.6 million 
families) in September.
   It further revealed that 3.5 
percent, or around 713,000 
families, experienced “severe 
hunger” in the third quar-
ter compared to 2 percent 
(403,000 families) in June. 
Meanwhile, severe hunger 
was highest in Metro Manila, 
rising by 4.6 points to 6.3 per-
cent from 1.7 percent.
   This period was at a time 
when our GNP was down by 
almost 50 percent from the 
previous year as shown by the 
economic performance last 
year 2011 compared to 2010 
(from 7 percent GNP growth 
in 2010 to a measly 3.5 per-
cent in 2011). Ironically, this 

Filipinos getting hungrier and the call 
for war

phenomenon was experienced 
despite the increased in the 
Conditional Cash Transfer 
(CCT) budget from P10B in 
2010 to P21.9B in 2011 as 
implemented by Pres. Aquino. 
This shows that the program or 
the scheme may not have been 
that effective or effectively 
carried out like giving it to the 
qualified recipients. A serious 
study of this program needs to 
be considered so that the objec-
tive may efficiently be carried 
out. These data gathered by 
SWS should not be dismissed 
as mere statistical inference 
because it has repercussions in 
all areas of economic and po-
litical stability. 
   What is disturbing is the fact 
that economic indicators like 
GNP, employment, inflation, 
etc. are not positively respond-
ing to the economic programs 
and measures undertaken by 
the administration. The admin-
istration has been in power for 
a little less than two (2) years, 
yet, nothing economically sig-
nificant or concrete has been 
positively achieved except an 
established perception of an 
honest leadership. This kind 
of predicament will be a big 
challenge for this administra-
tion to resolve in the remain-
ing years of its term. For how 
can one hungry soul thread 
the pathways of righteousness 
or “daang matuwid” if he and 
his family are hungry? This 
exposes the society to tempta-
tions of committing crime for 
the sake of survival, which ac-
tually is happening right now. 
Criminal activities that we 
never imagined to be commit-
ted in the previous years have 
become a normal occurrence. 
It therefore becomes an im-
pediment to the government’s 
thrust of economic develop-
ment. And this translates into 
a bigger problem of increase 
in the number of people living 
below the poverty line. Latest 
data by Index Mundi indicates 
that around 33 percent of the 
Philippine population is liv-
ing below the poverty line. 
Poverty line or poverty thresh-

old pertains to the minimum 
amount that a family should 
earn to be able to purchase its 
basic needs. 

Need for more restraint 
The call for an armed solution to 
the stand-off between the Phil-
ippines and China runs counter 
to what we can actually afford 
to do. If this call for an armed 
struggle by some lawmakers to 
magnify our territorial claim is 
serious enough, I think this will 
create more disadvantages than 
advantages. And in the end, 
the benefit that we can get out 
of that island is less compared 
to what we have given up as a 
result of our sovereign claim. 
Reasons of principles should 
take a back seat if what is at 
stake here is the safety and se-
curity of the citizen. Military 
inferiority is obviously inherent 
in our local arena thereby the 
country should not attempt and 
antagonize the opposing party. 
Economically, China is supe-
rior by a hundredfold over our 
country in practically all areas 
of concern, China is one of the 
major business partners of the 
country both in terms of im-
port and export. The influence 
of China in the world economy 
is a major force to reckon with. 
Giving up Scarborough shoal 
will not be significant to our 
country because literally it has 
been sitting there for decades 
and even centuries and yet 
nothing dramatic or productive 
has been done to it. Our goal 
of solely owning the Scarbor-
ough shoal is nil therefore the 
least we can do to protect our 
national interest hinges on our 
appeal or negotiation for joint 
exploration and ownership of 
the area. Although, this may 
have also been impaired be-
cause of the our display of re-
sistance and strong position of 
sole ownership of the island, re-
sorting to a serious option of an 
armed struggle to dramatize our 
position is considered inutile 
for reasons that we are not in a 
place that can wage a winning 
position to do that…

770 L Street, Suite 950
Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone: 916.361.6533
Fax: 916.361.6534
Cell: 818.640.6722

Lina Wilbert
Office Administrator We speak Tagalog!

Charles D. Wilbert

Law Offices of Charles 
D. Wilbert

Bankruptcy, Family Law
Personal Injury and
Criminal Defense/DUI
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Helping people with their Immigration needs since 1991

Call now for an initial 
consultation

Adjustment of Status
Family Visa Petitions
Citizenship
V-Visas
Fiance Visas
Labor Certification/Immigrant worker Visas Deportation Defense

Hardship Waivers
Battered Spouse Petitions
Asylum
Work Permits
World -Wide Visa Processing

Appeal to Board of immigration Appeals 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
Consultations on Criminal Defense of 
Aliens

By Joyce Pangco Panares 

PRESIDENT Benigno Aqui-
no III eyes beautiful women 
and talks about his admira-
tion for the opposite sex, but 
people wonder why he wants 
to live alone like a priest.

“I will enter the priesthood 
by 2016,” he told the report-
ers who accompanied him in 
his speaking engagements 
in Davao City and Marikina 
City on Tuesday.

“That’s what you call late 
vocation.”
   Mr. Aquino said he would 
lead a life of celibacy, but no 
one could know if he would 
still look at beautiful women 
and speak, tongue in cheek, 
about “the pretty Ilongga, the 
pretty Davaoeña, the pretty 
Cebuana and oh, so many 
pretty, pretty.”
   Mr. Aquino, whose six-
year term ends in 2016, is the 
first bachelor to become Phil-

By Eric B. Apolonio 

FOREIGN Affairs on Mon-
day said it does not recognize 
the fishing ban that China has 
announced over Scarborough 
Shoal, where Chinese and Phil-
ippine vessels have been facing 
off for over a month as a result 
of their countries’ claims to it.

“Our position is we do not rec-
ognize China’s fishing ban in 
as much as portions of the ban 
encompass our Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone,” the department 
said in a statement.
   “However, the President has 
decided that, in view of the ac-
celerated depletion of our ma-
rine resources, it would be ad-
visable for us to issue our own 
fishing ban for a period of time 
to replenish our fish stock”.
   The department issued its 
statement even as the Coast 
Guard said it would main-

PNoy has eyes on beauty but prefers 
to live like a priest

ippine  President. He some-
times goes out on a date but is 

not known to become seri-
ous with any woman.
   He has been linked with 
various women: Shalani 
Soledad, who is now mar-
ried to Pasig Rep. Roman 
Romulo, teacher Bunny 
Calica, celebrity stylist 
Liz Uy, stockbroker Len 
Lopez, and Korean televi-
sion host Grace Lee.
   In a speech at the Na-
tional Transport Confer-
ence in Marikina City, Mr. 
Aquino told  drivers whom 
he called “sweet lovers” 
that he had come from  
Davao, where there were 
“more beautiful women 
now than in 2010” when 
he was there campaigning 
for the presidency.

Asked if he believed that 
Mr. Aquino would be-
come a priest, one driver 
said: “The chances are as 

good as our daily wage going 
up to P1,000.”

PH ignores China, plans to issue 
own fishing ban in shoal
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tain its presence at the Pantag 
or Scarborough Shoal unless 
President Benigno Aquino III 
ordered them to pull out.
   “We are waiting for guidance 
from our President,” said Lt. 
Commander Rommel Supan-
gan, Coast Guard spokesman.
   “As of now, the order is to 
maintain our vessel in the 
area.”
   In Malacañang, Mr. Aquino 
said the Philippines and China 
had moved closer toward re-
solving their standoff over the 
Scarborough Shoal.
   He gave no details, but hinted 
the Philippines might no longer 
need to bring their dispute over 
the shoal before the Interna-
tional Tribunal on the Law of 
the Sea.
   “Our discussions with China 
have never stopped,” Mr. Aqui-
no said.
   “There is direction now, 
whereas before the talks were 

not as clear. Now there ap-
pears to be some clarity in the 
talks.”
   The Chinese fishing ban 
on May 16 to Aug. 1 was re-
ported by the Xinhua News 
Agency quoting South China 
Sea fisheries administration 
officials. The officials said 
the ban covered the island of 
Huangyan or Scarborough, 
and it was meant to protect 
the marine ecosystems and 
resources in the area.

Chinese officials said the 
ban covered Chinese and 
foreign fishermen and those 
from countries laying claim 
to parts of the Spratlys and 
other islands across the South 
China Sea. The Spratlys are 
said to contain large deposits 
of oil, gas, hydrocarbon and 
mineral resources.With Flo-
rante S. Solmerin and Joyce 
Pangco Pañares

By Reinir Padua 
 
MANILA, Philippines - A Que-
zon City court sentenced seven 
men to life imprisonment for 
kidnapping a Filipino-Chinese 
woman in 2003.

John Galicia, Roger Demetilla, 
Leopoldo Sariego, Carlito Ugat 
Jr., Eliseo Villarino, Roger 
Chiva and Napoleon Portugal 
were convicted for kidnapping 
Venilda Ho.
   Sariego is an ex-soldier while 
Ugat is a retired policeman.
   Their accomplice, Amelito 
Billiones, Ho’s former driver, 
was sentenced to 10 to 17 years 
behind bars.
   In a 44-page decision, Judge 
Edgar Dalmacio Santos of the 
Regional Trial Court Branch 
222 in Quezon City also or-
dered all eight men to pay Ho 
moral damages, with the prin-
cipals paying P175,000 and 
Billiones liable for P25,000.
   Court records showed Ho was 
kidnapped on the night of May 
8, 2003 along Araneta Avenue 
in Quezon City while in a Mit-
subishi L-300 van driven by 
Billiones.
   She was brought to a house 

7 get life for Tsinoy’s kidnap

The eight men accused of kidnapping Venilda Ho 
(upper right) listen as the clerk of court reads the 
sentence meted on them by Judge Edgar Santos 
(lower right) yesterday. 

in Las Pi-
ñas City and 
transferred 
to another 
house in 
East Kamias, 
Quezon City, 
where she 
was held 
captive until 
she was res-
cued by po-
lice officers 
on May 22, 
2003.
   Her captors 
d e m a n d e d 
from Ho’s 
h u s b a n d , 
William, P50 
million as ransom, but follow-
ing negotiations, the husband 
delivered on May 14, 2003 
P224,500 in Muntinlupa City. 
However, Ho’s kidnappers did 
not release her and demanded 
more money.
   It was at this point that Wil-
liam sought police assistance 
and on May 22, 2003, agents 
of the Police Anti-Crime and 
Emergency Response – then 
headed by Chief Superinten-
dent Leonardo Espina – res-
cued Ho and arrested Billiones, 

Demetilla and Sariego. The 
others were nabbed in fol-
low-up operations.
   The Ho couple expressed 
relief over the court’s deci-
sion and urged other kidnap 
victims to cooperate fully 
with the police.
  Teresita Ang-See of the 
Movement for the Restora-
tion of Peace and Order said 
the case was resolved be-
cause of the coordination be-
tween the victim’s family and 
the police.

President Noynoy Aquino

sentially the same allegations.
    “I first sought the informa-
tion from agencies and then 
I referred the complaints to 
the Anti-Money Laundering 
Council because I thought that 
the charges included some 
matters that were within the 
jurisdiction of the AMLC,” 
Morales told the court.
    “And then later, I constitut-
ed a panel of investigators and 
eventually, I wrote the AMLC 
seeking assistance toward the 
determination of the truth of 
the charges,” she added.
    Lead defense counsel Sera-
fin Cuevas spent much of his 
direct examination of Morales 
in questioning the Ombuds-
man’s jurisdiction over the 
Chief Justice in connection 
with an antigraft investiga-
tion.
 
Ombudsman’s mandate
 Cuevas said the Ombudsman 
could not “compel” Corona 
to respond to the allegation, 
citing the constitutional pro-
vision against self-incrimina-
tion. But Morales stood her 
ground, saying she was “man-
dated” to conduct the investi-
gation under Section 26 of the 
Ombudsman Act.
    “I did not compel him, your 
honor,” she replied. “I was 
just following the mandate of 
the law. That’s his lookout if 
he did not want to answer.”
    Enrile reminded Cuevas 
that he could raise the provi-
sion against self-incrimina-
tion only “when a question is 
addressed to the respondent.”
    Defense counsels earlier 
manifested in open court that 
Corona would testify in the 
impeachment trial. But they 
first asked that the Ombuds-
man and the complainants on 
his alleged ill-gotten wealth 
testify in court.
    Under questioning by En-
rile, Morales admitted that 
her office was indeed probing 
Corona’s alleged foreign cur-
rency deposits. But she said 
the investigation was still a 
“case buildup” and was yet 
to determine if the complaints 
would merit a preliminary in-
vestigation.
   Morales said she asked Co-
rona to respond to the com-
plaints because “we wanted 
him to enlighten us.”
    “Because as I said early on, 

Corona keeping $12M in 5 banks– Ombudsman
I had sought the help of an-
other agency for the purpose 
of determining whether there 
was indeed unexplained wealth 
or things to that effect, which 
would be violative of the Anti-
Graft and Corrupt Practices 
Act,” she added.
    In seeking the testimony of 
Morales and the complainants, 
the defense strategy was to 
bring the matter of the alleged 
$10-million bank deposits to 
the impeachment court.
    Corona’s camp wanted Mo-
rales and company to accuse 
him of owning such deposits 
under oath.
    Under questioning by Cue-
vas, Morales said none of the 
three complaints she had re-
ceived mentioned the exis-
tence of an alleged $10-million 
deposit. She said she got the 
information from the AMLC.
 
Not necessary
 Cuevas questioned how the 
AMLC came up with the docu-
ments and why Morales did not 
mention in her letter to Corona 
that she had been in touch with 
the council. Morales said she 
did not find it “necessary” to 
do so.
    Enrile said the Ombudsman 
might not be competent to re-
spond to questions on how the 
AMLC had gathered informa-
tion on the alleged $10-million 
account.
    “If there’s a violation by the 
AMLC, that is another issue al-
together,” he said.
    Of the 82 foreign currency 
accounts, Morales said 8 were 
in the BPI Acropolis branch; 
18 in BPI Tandang Sora; 34 in 
BPI San Francisco del Monte 
(SFDM); 1 in BPI Manage-
ment Investment Corp; 8 in 
PSBank Cainta; 6 in PSBank 
Katipunan; 4 in Allied Bank 
Corp. in Kamias; 2 in Deutsche 
Bank; and 1 in Citibank.
 
Fund movements
Morales said the team that 
looked at Corona’s accounts 
made the following observa-
tions:
Multiple accounts were cre-
ated for a similar purpose and 
spread over various branches 
of the five banks.
    The transactions were de-
scribed as having “circuitous 
fund movements.” For ex-
ample, funds would be drawn 
from one account and distrib-

uted to three others.
   There were numerous instanc-
es when funds were deposited 
and withdrawn on the same day.
   There were “significant move-
ments on significant dates,” 
including periods during the 
2004 and 2007 elections and in 
the week that Corona was im-
peached in the House of Rep-
resentatives in December last 
year.
     Morales said that based on 
AMLC’s investigation, Corona 
only had one dollar account 
in 2003 in his first year as as-
sociate justice of the Supreme 
Court.
    Two years later, in 2005, this 
ballooned to 23 accounts; 35 at 
the start of 2007; 49 at the be-
ginning of 2008; 63 by January 
2009; 75 by 2010; and 81 by 
2011.
 
A new account was opened this 
year, bring the total number of 
dollar accounts to 82.
 
Cuevas objection
 Morales was about to discuss 
the termination of one dollar ac-
count that contained $418,193 
from an undisclosed branch 
and transferred to a BPI-SFDM 
account when Cuevas raised his 
hand and objected.
   Cuevas argued that Morales 
did not discuss the details of 
Corona’s bank transactions dur-
ing her direct testimony.
    Under the rules of court, a 
witness cannot be cross-exam-
ined about matters not taken up 
then.
  Private prosecutor Mario 
Bautista, however, noted that 
the subpoena requested by the 
defense instructed the Om-
budsman to bring the original 
and certified true copies of the 
complaint Harvey Keh and 
company filed against the Chief 
Justice in the Office of the Om-
budsman.
   The subpoena also instructed 
Morales to bring original and 
certified true copies of the doc-
uments on which Corona’s ac-
cusers based their accusations 
that he had foreign currency 
accounts with “an aggregate 
value of $10 million.”
 
“Now the defense is trying to 
prevent the witness from testi-
fying on these very documents 
just because they know the doc-
uments are adverse to them,” 
Bautista said.

Hong Lei, a high-ranking Chi-
nese official being the spokes-
man of the People’s Republic’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Friday laid out the world’s 
second largest economy and 
emerging political and military 
superpower’s “basic require-
ment” for the resolution of the 
Panatag (Scarborough) stand-
off.
Hong laid out China’s “three 
requirements” for the Philip-
pines:
(1) That Chinese vessels in the 
waters of the South China Sea 
near and at Panatag (which is
Huangyan Islands to the Peo-
ple’s Republic) should not be 
disrupted from carrying out 
their duties.
(2) That Chinese fishermen and 
their boats should not be inter-
rupted in their activitie.
(3) That Philippine government 
vessels must withdraw from the 
area.
My reading of these three con-
ditions or requirements is that 
the Philippines should give up 

China: Philippines must surrender sovereignty
Panatag.
He told our group of Asian 
journalists on a press tour of 
China that the Philippine gov-
ernment should “come back to 
the right track” and respond to 
China’s request for a diplomat-
ic solution to the issue.
   He reiterated China’s com-
mitment to solving the issue 
in the Scarborough Shoal by 
means of diplomacy.
   “In general, the Chinese pub-
lic is very concerned about the 
issue since it involves China’s 
sovereignty,” Hong said.
   He added that Beijing hopes 
Manila will “respect China’s 
sovereignty.”
   Hong lamented the lack of 
communication between Bei-
jing and Manila “for a period 
of time,” but said that China 
has never wavered in its inten-
tion to solve the dispute in a 
diplomatic manner.
   He said that China has al-
ways been in communication 
with the Philippine embassy 
in Beijing and the Chinese em-
bassy in Manila.

   According to him the Phil-
ippine Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA), however, has 
stopped its diplomatic con-
tact with its embassy in Ma-
nila until recently.
   Hong asked the Philip-
pines to “earnestly respond 
to China’s request to refrain 
from taking any actions” that 
would magnify and compli-
cate the situation.
   He did not elaborate what 
these actions are that compli-
cate the situation. But China’s 
state media have been run-
ning news stories, editorials 
and commentaries blaming 
the Philippines for complicat-
ing the issue by being a pawn 
on the United States.
   As far as the People’s Re-
public is concerned the Phil-
ippines has no right to main-
tain any presence at and on 
Panatag because our Philip-
pine claims of sovereignty 
have no basis and it is China 
that owns the shoal and the 
surrounding waters.
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You’ve got 13 days to 
wear a tight fitting dress 
to a party you’ve been 

anxious about for at least 2 
months. You’ve thought about 
losing weight, but every time 
you begin, you become tempt-
ed by the muffin at your local 
Starbucks, the cocktail at happy 
hour or the dessert at dinner. So 
what is a girl to do? 

Here are 13 ways to get a tighter tum-
my in the next 13 days. 

1. Go NATURAL 

Stop eating processed junk food. Yes, 
that means you need to eliminate any-
thing that comes in a bright colored 
bag or box. Most often, things that are 
processed in a food plant somewhere 
are full of saturated and hydrogenat-
ed fats, sugar and additives. In this 
weight loss journey, stray away from 
anything that has been tainted with 
after it has sprouted from the ground. 

2. Start GLISTENING (a.k.a. 
sweating)

Start performing Cardio. You’ve 
probably heard the word ‘cardio’ be-
fore but never understood how that 
clicks in with your internal fat burn-
ing machine a.k.a. you metabolism. 
Basically, when you allow air to come 
into your lungs (as it does during exer-
cise) you are allowing it to burn your 
fat wherever it is stored: in your hips, 
butt, thighs, and especially the tummy.

3. LIFT your metabolism higher. 

Improve your muscular definition by 
adding strength training to your work-
outs. For an overall lean look without 
creating too much ‘bulk’, focus on 
circuit training, high repetitions and 
small breaks. Intense strength train-
ing burns more calories than slower 
paced, aerobic training.

4. DRINK it up.
Drink more water. It has no calories, it 
makes you full and it cleans out your 
system. What is better than that?  For 
more variety, add a lime, a tea bag or 
some crystal light for taste. Don’t fall 
victim of being afraid to drink water 
because of the “bloating” or “reten-
tion” myth. 

5. EAT it all. 
Eat all the Vegetables you want. Go 
ahead; indulge in spinach, broccoli 
and asparagus. It’s good for you! Fi-
brous foods not only provide vitamins 
and nutrients for your body, but it’s 
the best cleaner for your colon. 

13 Steps to a Flatter Tummy

By Maria Kang

Filipina Fitness

6.  SPEAKING of Colon

Getting colonics is a terrific solu-
tion to a colon that has a lot of junk 
trapped inside of it. A colonic is the 
infusion of water into the rectum by 
a colon therapist to cleanse and flush 
out the colon. Not only can you drop a 
bit of ‘dead’ weight, but you will feel 
cleaner, more refreshed and lighter in 
the midsection! 

7. CREATE an illusion.

Tanning gives the illusion of weight 
loss. When your skin appears more 
bronze, you can better see the defi-
nition in your arms, the tone in your 
calves and the lines on your abs. You 
can use a tanning bed or use spray on 
tan for a healthier option.

8.  Have a SHAKE

Have a protein shake that is. Having 
a higher protein diet has been known 
to be burn fat quick in short amounts 
of time. Consuming a whey protein 
shake once maybe twice a day is the 
best way to curb your hunger and get 
in some good nutrients quickly. 

9. Get in BED

Go to sleep. Studies have found that 

the more sleep one gets the less 
stress they become and the less 
Cortisol (the stress hormone that 
can build up in the tummy area) 
gets accumulated. 
10.  SAP the water from your 
body
After you have consumed all 
that great water, diuretics such 
as caffeine are an excellent 
way to dehydrate a little bit of 
the water lying around your ab-
dominal area. Consuming cof-
fee, tea, even a bit of wine will 
help take some excess water out 
of your tummy.

11.Practice the DRAWING in 
maneuver

The ‘sucking’ in technique is 
actually a powerful move that 
decreases your tummy an inch 
or two. Basically, you draw your 
belly button towards the small 
of your back and create a small 
vacuum in your midriff area. 

12. SPANK yourself.

SPANX yourself that is! Spanx is 
a control top you can wear over 
your tummy, under your clothes 
to give the illusion you’ve lost 
anywhere between 2-4 inches 
around the waist. Since the 
material is seamless, you don’t 
have to worry about anyone see-
ing lines that will reveal your 
trimming secret!  

13.  SWEAT it out.

Sit you butt in a nice Sauna and 
drip the water weight away. Be-
sides being a great cleansing the 
skin and eliminating toxins, a 
sauna helps improve blood cir-
culation, strengthen the cardio-
vascular system, relax muscles, 
increase flexibility, and relieve 
pain.

----Maria Kang is the founder of 
Fitness without Borders, a nonprofit 
promoting fitness, education and 
leadership for kids in underprivi-
leged communities. Her extensive 
fitness background spans a period 
of over eight years as a personal 
trainer, group exercise director, 
fitness manager, freelance writer, 
fitness blogger and social entre-
preneur. In addition to her fitness 
passion, since the age of 16 she has 
successfully competed in both fit-
ness and beauty pageants, traveled 
to over 15 countries and graduated 
with 2 Bachelor Degrees. Visit her 
website: www.mariakang.com or 
receive daily fitness motivations 
on www.fitnesscure.com. For any 
questions, she can be contacted at 
maria_m_kang@yahoo.com.

13 Steps to a 
Flatter Tummy

Picture Me Fit & Healthy 
Filipino community health project

A fun afternoon of hip-hop, zumba, line dancing, and fitness exercises, 
all for the purpose of promoting health and preventing diseases through 
increased physical activity and good nutrition with healthy food choices.

FREE FOR ALL AGES
Bring towels and wear fitness clothing

May 19, 2012
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM

Jose Rizal Community Center
Sacramento, CA

Sponsored by FCSV (Filipino Community of Sacramento and Vicinity)
Bayanihan of Sacramento, USA

Philippine Fiesta Newspaper and Kamiseta Store

For more information: email - dinnahsanpedro@gmail.com
(916) 708-3462 or (916) 215-707

Carle and Sarah Enloe

On April 8, 2012, we were honored 
to be a part of the joyful celebra-
tion of the Golden (50th) Wedding 
Anniversary of Dominador “Dom” 
and Socorro “Coring” Agregado at 
the Doubletree Hotel Sacramento, 
Sacramento , CA .  Family, friends, 
community leaders, and invited 
guests gathered from near and far 
to witness this memorable and joy-
ous event. 

Dominador “Dom” and Socorro “Coring” Agregado
Celebrates their Golden Wedding Anniversary
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By Gabriel Ortigoza

Synergy

6051 Mack Rd.,  J1 ( SD Mart )
Sacramento, CA 95823
kamiseta@fivedsarts.com

Fast Food For Thought

By Rudy Viernes

Now Available at

 Kamiseta Store

Hailed as one of today’s most gifted young 
comedians, Jokoy shows you why in his very 

own Comedy Central Special, 
Don’t Make Him Angry.  

The next great comic, pick up this DVD. We 
promise it’ll leave your ribs hurting long after 

the show ends.
Autographed by our very own Jokoy

6051 Mack Rd. Sacramento, CA  
916.708.8462

“Jury Trial is more important than 
congressional investigation or the 
right to vote.” - Thomas Jefferson

It is an honor for me, a Filipino national, who, 
by virtue of naturalization law, became a US 
citizen and served the country as one of the Ju-
rors of a criminal case at the Superior Court of 
California.
   I received a Jury Summons from Jury Com-
missioner’s Office of Sacramento Superior 
Court a month before my Jury Duty. On the first 
day of my service as a prospective juror I re-
ported at 720-9th Street, Sacramento, Califor-
nia 95814-1311. This address is at the heart of 
Downtown Sacramento. Security is tight at the 
entrance of the judicial building. I then went to 
room 203 at the second floor to register myself. 
Otherwise, the court could charge me of con-
tempt. The Jury staff gave me Voir Dire Ques-
tionnaire to fill up. Orientation was conducted 
by Jury staff and by a Superior Court Judge.
   From a total of 100 patriotic prospective ju-
rors for our group, half of which was assigned 
to Department 45 at the 6th floor and the other 
half was assigned to Department 14 at the 3rd 
floor. I belonged to the latter group. At the de-
partment, the court judge selected 18 prospec-
tive jurors to sit in the Juror’s box. The rest of 
the jurors sat in the audience area of the court.
   To formally start the hearing the judge intro-
duced himself and his team which includes a 
Clerk of Court, a Stenographer and a Bailiff. 
He also introduced the parties involved in the 
case. The judge then 
instructed the clerk to 
administer our oath. 
One possible juror re-
fused to take the oath 
based on his belief. 
The judge sent him 
back to Jury Office to 
explain his refusal.
   As part of eliminat-
ing biases against the 
accused, the judge 
screened the prospec-
tive jurors and asked 
questions related to the 
case. If the judge de-
termines that a certain 
juror is bias against or 
in favor of the case, he eliminates him/her until 
he filtered all prospective jurors with the same 
evaluation.
   On day two of the trial, the District Attorney 
(DA) and the defense lawyer were involved in 
eliminating prospective jurors who were favor-
ing or deemed biased against the case.
 
I was appointed as Juror number 8 by the Judge 
and was among the 12 jurors to hear and decide 
the case based on evidences to be presented. 
To prevent prejudging the outcome of case the 
judge told us to avoid the influence of tri-media 
(newspapers, TV and radio). In the afternoon of 
the deliberation the judge finally removed four 
and retained two alternate jurors. He also dis-
missed home the remaining prospective jurors 
sitting as prospective substitutes in the audi-
ence section of the court.
    On day three of the trial, one of the 12 ju-
rors was exempted by the judge due to medical 
reason and was sent home. One alternate juror 
took the place of that ill juror. Before the pre-
sentation of evidences and witnesses, the judge 
put us, for the second time, under oath and then 
he read and explained our roles as jurors. The 
judge then instructed the DA to start the presen-
tation of evidences. Witnesses were called by 
the Bailiff one at a time inside the court room 
as requested by the prosecutor. Witnesses were 
placed under oath.
   The DA presented his witnesses and per-
formed direct examination followed by cross 
by the defense. There were very few objections 
from the defense as the presentation was in 
progress. Some objections were sustained and 
some were not allowed by the judge. A num-
ber of statements by a witness was objected and 
stricken out of the record. Witnesses took the 
stand for an average of 15 minutes each. The 
direct examination was quick and the overall 
presentation of evidences and witnesses went 
efficiently. The process is smooth because the 
US rules of court have been refined for the past 
600 years. The judge has been respectful and 
professional with the DA and defense lawyer 
all throughout the proceedings. I didn’t observe 
the judge berated and lectured on the DA and 
the defense lawyers as what has been happen-
ing in the Impeachment Trial of the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court in the Philippines.
   The Impeachment Trial is Sui Generis or a 
kind of its own. It is akin to criminal case. The 
rules in the Impeachment are not as strict as 

The Iglesia ni Cristo church in 
the Philippines shelled out 
$700K to purchase an aban-

doned, tiny exclave in Scenic, South 
Dakota.  For what?  For possible 
expansion of its imposing edifices 
with trademark narrow-pointed 
spires which are landmarks in many 
towns and cities in the Philippines.  
But INC hasn’t divulged its plans for 
the property according to its offices 
in Daly City, California.

The Scenic, SD property is the latest in a 
long line of towns sold, or towns for sale.  
Recently a Vietnamese investor bought the 
tiny town of Buford, WY (pop. 1) for $900K.  
Buford is considered the smallest town in 
America with a lone population who mans 
the post office and has its own ZIP code: 
82052. Another town, Henry River, a 72-acre 
property in North Carolina is being sold for 
$1.4 million.  It came off the news lately as 
an abandoned mill town which served as Dis-
trict 12 in the movie Hunger Games.
    The town of Scenic, SD is an unincorporat-
ed 12 acre community in Pennington County, 
once a popular stop for people traveling to 
Rapid City from the Badlands, was bought 
by the INC including the surrounding acre-
age from owner and longtime resident and 
area rodeo legend Twila Merrill.  INC has 
been steadily spreading everywhere since 
its founding the Philippines in 1914 by Felix 
M. Manalo, its Supremo.  He died in 1963.  
It is a large, tightly knit indigenous Chris-
tian religious group that counts millions of 
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Jury Duty  A FILIPINO CHURCH GROUP 
BOUGHT A GHOST TOWN IN 

SO. DAKOTA

members nationwide.  
According to the Na-
tional Statistics Office 
in Manila, 2.3% of the 
entire Philippine pop-
ulation of 93 million 
is an INC affiliate.  Its 
present head is Execu-
tive Minister Erano G. 
Manalo, the eldest son 
of Felix.

INC rejects the Chris-
tian doctrine of trinity 
and believes Christ is 
one of several proph-
ets.  It is focused on 
the end times, and 

believes Manalo is a prophet and considers the 
Catholic Church apostate.  In the Philippines 
INC is a robust and influential religious sect 
whose head is often the object of courtship and 
obeisance of politicians during election time be-
cause he reins on his flock whose block votes 
he could sway almost blindly and fanatically to 
the candidates who carry his favor.  This is due 
to its doctrine of unity which puts the penalty of 
expulsion on anyone who sways from this belief.
    
The Iglesia ni Cristo has expanded to more than 
6000 congregations in the Philippines, called 
locales, and more than 600 in 96 countries and 
territories in six continents.  It has established 
congregations in many states notably like Cali-
fornia, Washington, Texas, New York, New 
Jersey, Hawaii where there are vast colonies of 
Filipinos.
     At its peak, Scenic, SD was pure Old West.  It 
had two restaurants, three gas stations, a dance 
hall, a hotel, a school, a bank and a post office.  
It’s now a deserted, lifeless township.  The hotel 
is long empty. The environs are lined with aged 
cattle skulls strewn under overgrown brush.  The 
roadside jail cells are rusty and worn out and the 
wooden structures are decrepit after decades of 
neglect.
    
But its future is shrouded in new mystery.  Wait 
for what the Iglesia ni Cristo in Manila, the new 
owner, will do with the property.  And the few 
residents there, numbering nine in all, are ex-
cited about the possibilities the town pulsates 
with life again when the INC starts building its 
landmark super structures with spires pointing to 
the sky and its cavernous hall reverberates with 
shouts of worship.

that of criminal proceedings. Unfortunately, 
the Philippine Senate acting as Impeachment 
Court can only finish couple of witnesses in 
the process called direct and cross examina-
tion in one trial day. This 20 knot per hour trial 
speed has to do with some senator-judges who 
love to grandstand thus the delay. The Im-
peachment trial in the Philippines is too slow 
vis-a-vis to the criminal case I participated as 
juror at the Superior Court of California.
   Trial day four was scheduled for the defense 
to present its witnesses but the defense law-
yer, as part of his legal strategy, offered no 
witnesses. The judge then instructed both the 
prosecutor and the defense to present their 
closing arguments. The argument was first 
presented by the DA followed by the defense. 
Both lawyers used MS Power Point in their 
presentation. This is the beauty if IT (Informa-
tion Technology). Prosecution prayed for con-
viction of all seven counts which include a fel-
ony and six misdemeanors while the defense 
asked for acquittal of just the first charged 
which is felony. Yes, the first count only.

Felony is an offense punishable by fine and 
imprisonment of more than one year. Misde-
meanor, on the other hand, is punishable by 
fine and imprisonment of less than a year. A 
felon is a person convicted of felony.
   After the closing arguments were presented, 
we, the 12 Jurors, were instructed by the judge 
to bring our notes and proceed to the Jurors’ 
Conference Room to deliberate the case. A 

bailiff was placed un-
der oath as part of the 
judicial process and 
then escorted us to the 
Jurors’ Room. The 
bailiff gave us admin-
istrative instructions 
on what to do while 
inside the room. Be-
fore we started the de-
liberation, the bailiff 
left the room to give 
privacy for the jurors. 
As part of the delib-
eration we discussed 
each count and voted 
whether a defendant 
is guilty or not.

   
Jurors need to have unanimous decision be-
yond reasonable doubt to convict the ac-
cused of a criminal act.  In our final verdict, 
we found the defendant GUILTY of all six 
counts on misdemeanors and NOT GUILTY 
of a felony charge. Results of the verdict were 
placed in a sealed envelope and brought back 
to the court where the Judge, prosecutor, de-
fense lawyer, defendant and family members 
and other spectators were waiting.
   After we were seated back to our respective 
chairs, the judge asked the bailiff to get the 
folder, which contained the verdict, from our 
team leader. The judge reviewed the results 
one by one and then handed it to the Clerk of 
Court and asked the latter to read the verdict 
to the accused.
   As I listened, while the Clerk reads the 
verdict, I also looked and observed the reac-
tion of the accused while a verdict was being 
read. When the first count (Felony) was read 
and the verdict was “Not Guilty” I saw both 
the accused and the defense lawyer raised 
their heads up and looked at the ceiling with 
bright controlled smiles manifested in their 
faces. Count one was the only count the de-
fense wants acquitted and the defense got it. 
The rest of the counts were not as thrilling as 
count one.
   To conclude our roles as jurors, the judge 
made his final instructions saying that we may 
or may not allow ourselves to be interviewed 
by the media as we go out of the court room. 
Furthermore, the judge warned that lawyers of 
both parties cannot talk to us regarding how 
we deliberate the case and came up with our 
decisions within 90-day period. Finally, the 
judge expressed his appreciation for the ser-
vices we, the Jurors, rendered to the Superior 
Court of California.
   At my end, I thank God for this extraor-
dinary experience I learned as a juror. Some 
friends dissuaded me from serving jury duty 
but I politely told them I need to experience 
being a juror so I can share it with others. This 
is one way of spreading information to edu-
cate ourselves.
    In democracy, sovereignty resides in the 
people and all government powers emanate 
from them. Indeed, trial by juror is direct par-
ticipation from the people which is more im-
portant than suffrage. 
(gabbyortig@yahoo.com)
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Recently, it was reported 
that Ombudsman Con-
chita Carpio-Morales 

-- acting on several complaints 
filed with the Office of the 
Ombudsman -- served an or-
der, dated April 20, 2012, to 
Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Renato Corona to explain al-
legations that he has at least 
$10 million in bank accounts.  
Carpio-Morales gave Corona 
72 hours to explain in writing 
how he acquired several peso 
and dollar accounts in various 
banks. 

The order stated: “This office finds 
that there is reasonable ground to 
proceed further with the conduct 
of an inquiry vis-à-vis the charges 
that you, during your incumbency 
as a public officer, accumulated 
wealth that is purportedly grossly 
disproportionate to your salary 
and other lawful income.”   
   Corona denied owning $10 mil-
lion.  However, he indicated that 
he would not comply with the or-
der because the “Ombudsman has 
no jurisdiction over the Chief Jus-
tice.”  But Carpio-Morales insist-
ed that she has jurisdiction: “The 
Ombudsman Act empowers me 
to go over all complaints against 
all government officials, [regard-
less] of how the complaints were 
elevated to the office,” she said.  
She got a boost from Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago, a renowned 
constitutionalist, who said during 
a radio interview that the Om-
budsman could investigate im-
peachable officials.

Retaliation?
In an attempt to deflect the Om-
budsman’s order, Corona accused 
President Benigno “P-Noy” Aqui-
no III of orchestrating Carpio-Mo-

The $10-million Man
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rales’ adverse action in retaliation 
to last week’s Supreme Court af-
firmation of its decision last No-
vember 2011, which ordered the 
distribution of the 4,915-hectare 
Hacienda Luisita to the 6,296 
farmworker-beneficiaries.   The 
sugar estate is owned by P-Noy’s 
maternal family, the Cojuangcos.  
   But how could Corona accuse 
P-Noy of conspiring with the 
Carpio-Morales when the investi-
gation into Corona’s unexplained 
wealth was initiated long before 
the Supreme Court issued its final 
ruling last April 24, 2012?

Money laundering
In my article, “It’s time for Coro-
na to face the music” (March 22, 
2012), I wrote: “It was recently re-
ported in the news that the Office 
of the Ombudsman requested the 
Anti-Money Laundering Council 
(AMLC) for a copy of Corona’s 
bank deposits including the dol-
lar accounts.  The news report said 
that the Ombudsman’s request 
was precipitated by a complaint 
filed last February 17 by a group 
of individuals asking for an inves-
tigation of Corona for possible vi-
olation of Republic Act 3019, the 
Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices 
Act, and for possible violation of 
Republic Act 9160, the Anti-Mon-
ey Laundering Act.
   “It is interesting to note that at 
the bottom of the SALN form, 
there is a paragraph that serves as 
a waiver, which reads:  ‘I hereby 
authorize the Ombudsman or his 
duly representative to obtain and 
secure from all appropriate gov-
ernment agencies, including the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue, such 
documents that may show my as-
sets, liabilities, networth, busi-
ness interests and financial con-
nections, to include those of my 
spouse and unmarried children 
below 18 years of age living with 

me in my household covering past 
years, to include the year I first as-
sumed office in the government.’ 
”

Impeachment trial
Little did Corona realize that 
while the Senate impeachment 
court could not access his “se-
cret” dollar accounts without his 
written permission per Republic 
Act 6426, his signed waiver in his 
SALN authorized the Ombuds-
man to look into all his peso and 
dollar accounts.  
   During the testimony of Phil-
ippine Savings Bank President 
Pascual Garcia III at Corona’s 
impeachment trial, he said that a 
Banko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
examiner told the bank to put a 
“PEP” notation on Corona’s bank 
records.  “PEP” stands for “Politi-
cally Exposed Person,” which is 
required under AMLC rules to be 
placed on the records of elected 
and appointed public officials.  
However, sources said that Co-
rona was at one time – or may 
still be – under investigation by 
AMLC.

Garcia testified that Corona had 
peso deposits of P8.5 million in 
2009 and P29.6 million in 2010.  

However, Corona only declared 
P2.5 million in 2009 and P3.5 mil-
lion in 2010 in his SALNs, which 
was one of the bases for the im-
peachment complaint against him.
   
Under the Anti-Money Laundering 
Act of 2001 (Republic Act 9160), 
banks and similar institutions are 
required to report to AMLC within 
five working days any “suspicious 
transaction” – or “covered trans-
action” — that exceeds P500,000 
within one banking day.  Under 
RA 9160, “money laundering” is 
defined as: “A crime whereby the 
proceeds of an unlawful activity 
are transacted or attempted to be 
transacted to make them appear 
to have originated from legitimate 
sources.”
   Could it be possible that Co-
rona has violated the Anti-Money 
Laundering Act (AMLA)?  The 
Ombudsman’s investigation would 
certainly yield evidence if Corona 
has indeed violated AMLA. 
But the Ombudsman is not al-
lowed to file charges against Co-
rona before the anti-graft court, 
Sandiganbayan, for as long as he 
is the Chief Justice.  He can only 
be removed from office through a 
constitutional impeachment pro-
cess.  

   Since the Senate impeachment 
trial of Corona is still ongoing, 
the Ombudsman could only in-
vestigate the complaints filed 
against him.  However, the House 
prosecution team said that the in-
vestigation into Corona’s alleged 
$10-million bank deposits could 
be the “game changer” in Coro-
na’s impeachment trial, which will 
resume on May 7. 
   Prosecution spokesman Rep. 
Juan Edgardo Angara reportedly 
said that the prosecution team 
could still present the dollar de-
posits as evidence before the 
impeachment court because the 
prosecution made reservation on 
Corona’s “foreign currency ac-
counts” when it rested its case.

What if Corona was acquitted? 
Rumors abound that Corona may 
already have secured the vote of 
eight senator-judges for his acquit-
tal.  If he is acquitted, the House 
of Representatives could try to im-
peach him again come December 
13, 2012 – one year after the first 
impeachment complaint was filed.  
By that time the Ombudsman’s 
investigation would have been 
concluded and a report submitted 
to the House.  This could trigger 
another impeachment complaint 
against Corona for “unexplained 
wealth” and, possibly, money 
laundering, which if proven in an 
impeachment court, these seem-
ingly “friendly” senator-judges 
would have difficulty justifying a 
vote for acquittal.   
   If that would come to pass, it 
would be a double whammy for 
Corona – removal from office 
through impeachment and crimi-
nal charges before the Sandigan-
bayan, which could end in a con-
viction… and imprisonment.  

Can’t the $10-million man see 
the handwriting on the wall? 

By Dennis Carcamo

Chief Justice Renato Co-
rona maintained 82 dol-
lar accounts from 2003 

to 2011 in five banks contain-
ing more than $10 million, Om-
budsman Conchita Carpio-Mo-
rales bared at the impeachment 
trial on Monday.

Morales told Senator-Judge Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. that 
the 82 bank accounts contained 
an estimated $12 million as “My 
computation arrived at with the as-
sistance with CPA lawyers, fresh 
deposits amounted to $12 mil-
lion,” Morales said at the Senate 
impeachment court.
   Quoting an Anti-Money Laun-
dering Council (AMLC) report, 
Morales also testified that the 
Chief Justice made significant 
withdrawals from the banks and 
transferred them to another bank.
   “At least $100,000 were with-
drawn in three tranches and he 
made some significant withdraw-
als during the elections in 2004 
and 2007 and the week he was 
impeached in 2011,” Morales said 
during the cross examination by 
private prosecution lawyer Mario 
Bautista.
   She added that on Dec. 12, 2011, 
Corona withdrew $418,000 from a 
time deposit and transferred it to 
a Bank of the Philippine Islands 
account in its San Jose del Monte 
branch in Quezon City.
Morales said she received the re-

‘CJ had 82 bank accounts with $12M’

Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile chats with Ombudsman Conchita Carpio-Morales 
during a break in the impeachment trial of Chief Justice Renato Corona Monday, May 
14, 2012. Morales testified that Corona maintained 82 dollar accounts containing 
$12 million in five banks. Image from Senate-Public Relations and Information Bureau

port from AMLC executive di-
rector Vicente Aquino after she 
requested the agency’s assistance 
regarding the alleged $10 million 
bank deposits of the Chief Justice.
   “I also sought the assistance of 
COA (Commission on Audit), and 
they came up with the analysis of 
the bank accounts,” she added.
Lead defense counsel Serafin Cue-
vas, meanwhile, attempted to pre-
vent Morales’s power point pre-
sentation of the AMLC report.

Cuevas argued that the contents 
of the AMLC report were not 
covered by his direct examination 
and that the Ombudsman is not a 
competent witness to discuss the 
report.

“There is no competency of the 
witness to discuss this report… 
This will be a paper presenta-
tion… and this will include the 
figure stated in there,” Cuevas 

defense nor the prosecution panel.
  The Senate impeachment court 
directed Morales to return to the 
witness stand at the resumption of 
the trial on Tuesday at 2 p.m. to 
continue her presentation on Co-
rona’s alleged dollar deposits.

‘Orchestrated, systematic’
The defense panel, meanwhile, 
claimed that the coordination be-
tween the Office of the Ombuds-
man and AMLC on Corona’s al-
leged multi-million dollar bank 
deposits reflected the govern-
ment’s “systematic” effort to pin 
down the magistrate.
   Defense panel spokesperson 
Rico Quicho said it is not usual for 
the Ombudsman and the AMLC to 
coordinate with each other.

“Is it ordinary for the Ombudsman 
to coordinate with the AMLC? 
That does not happen most of the 
time. If that can be done, why was 
it not done in other cases?” Quicho 
said.

“So we can see that their accusa-
tion against the Chief Justice is 
orchestrated and systematic,” he 
added.
   Quicho, however, declined to di-
rectly name who could be behind 
the efforts against Corona.
   “Kayo naman, alam niyo na yan 
(You already know who they are),” 
he said.
   Morales told the impeachment 
court earlier that the source of 

said.
Instead of directly ruling on Cue-
vas’s motion, presiding judge Sen-
ate President Juan Ponce-Enrile 
put it into a vote. Senator-judges 
unanimously voted for the power 
point presentation.

423 bank transactions
During her presentation, Morales 
asked the court that she be substi-
tuted by COA’s Heidi Mendoza in 
the power point presentation.
   Morales asked the impeachment 
court that Mendoza be allowed to 
continue the presentation because 
she was already tired.
   Continuing the presentation of 
Morales, Mendoza said that Co-
rona made a total 423 transactions 
on 82 bank accounts from 2003 to 
2011.
   Mendoza’s presentation, howev-
er, was cut short after the defense 
panel that she was not being pre-
sented as a witness by neither the 

information about Corona’s sup-
posed $10 million dollar accounts 
was the AMLC.
   Corona’s lawyers are puzzled as 
to why the documents about the 
alleged $10 million did not come 
out earlier.

“They (accusers) already have 
the information and documents. 
When they were asking the Chief 
Justice to answer the allegations, 
why did they not release them? Do 
we need to have them summoned 
before the Senate before they clar-
ify whether they have evidence?” 
Quicho said.
   Corona’s lawyers also want to 
know whether the proper proce-
dures were followed when the Mo-
rales coordinated with the AMLC.
 Tranquil Salvador, another 
spokesperson for the defense 
panel, said that an AMLC official 
could be summoned to determine 
if the proper procedures were 
complied with.
  Defense panel spokesperson 
Karen Jimeno, for her part, said 
that while the law allows the Om-
budsman to coordinate with state 
agencies, this should be subjected 
to certain requirements.

“Under the law, we follow spe-
cific process on how to coordi-
nate with agencies like AMLC. 
There should be court proceeding, 
a formal request. The issue here 
is if the proper process were fol-
lowed,” she said.
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Presented by Philippine National Day Association this year was awarded to Anthony Almazan and Johanna Lee Villarosa Bulaong. 
Both were also awarded the Gintong Lahi ( Golden Heritage) Medallion.
    The Best Essay Award goes to the students whose self-portrait best reflects the PNDA concept of a Filipino American youth who 
not only is an outstanding student, but is also proud to be Filipino and cares about the community’s progress and empowerment.

“Where are you from?” It’s a ques-
tion we all get asked every now 
and then. If you were to ask me that 
four years ago, I’d say, “Sacramen-
to, California.” After all, I was born 
and raised right here in the States. I 
could never identify with my Fili-
pino heritage beyond the occasion-
al lumpia egg roll or plate of fried 
rice. But there I was in 2007 on a 
trip to the Philippines—plunged 
into the Third World. No Internet. 
No air conditioning. Mosquito bites 
everywhere. 

Traveling with a group of volunteers for 
a humanitarian aid mission, I soon found 
myself on the Ilian Tribal Settlement, a 
community of indigenous Filipinos on 
the outskirts of my family’s hometown of 
Iriga City. I’ll never forget what I saw up 
there. Dozens of emaciated children lay in 
makeshift shacks. Doctors administered 
deworming medications to the countless 
individuals struggling with waterborne 
diseases. You didn’t have to walk far to 
see how the tribe arrived at this point. 
Their water source, a nearby river, was 
an unfortunate shade of polluted brown. 
With no infrastructure in place for sewage 
and waste disposal, diseases ran rampant. 
Though I couldn’t possibly have seen the 
reflection of my face in that murky brown 
current, I never saw myself as clearly as 

Both of my parents emigrated from 
the Philippines. My mom traveled 
first in 1994, then petitioned for my 
dad to come in 1996.  In 2001, they 
officially became US citizens. They 
came to America to look for a bet-
ter future, and to also support their 
family still living in the Philippines.  
Eventually, both sets of grandpar-
ents also came to the United States.  
Growing up as a Filipino wouldn’t be 
possible without them passing on the 
traditions and culture.
  
In short, I believe that the Filipino con-
sciousness is made up of high expectations 
of moral and ethical standards and deep-
rooted tradition. I have learned this because 
my grandparents and parents have definitely 
taught me and my siblings that being hon-
est, responsible, respectful, and striving to be 
the best that you can is important and should 
be learned as life lessons.  Also, the Filipino 
culture embraces hard-work, perseverance, 
and a deep love and care for family and rela-
tives.  For example, my father is currently 
serving in Afghanistan, but my family makes 
sure to keep in contact with him and support 
each other while he is gone. We keep him 
in our thoughts always and stay strong and 
close-knit in his absence. 
    Another characteristic that the Filipino 
people possess is pride. Filipino pride is be-
ing absolutely proud of where we came from 
and embracing our culture. It’s being proud 
of the individual successes of fellow Filipi-
nos and successes of the nation as a whole. 
Furthermore, it is a major motivation for me 
and for others to work hard and represent the 
Filipino community in a positive way. All in 
all, it’s unmistakable and a unique character-
istic of the Filipino people.
    In addition, it is also important to have 
a community consciousness as well. To me, 
it is a sense of responsibility and empow-
erment of one person’s ability to affect the 
whole community. It is being aware and hav-
ing open eyes and ears to what is going on in 
the world around us, starting from our neigh-
borhood. Also, it means to feel a need to 
make the community a better place overall.
    Being a leader in our community is an 
important role that today’s youth must un-
dertake. Community leadership means do-
ing what you can in this generation, to make 
the world better for the next. Additionally, 
it means setting good examples for other 
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Seeing Myself in a Murky 
Brown River
By Anthony Almazan

Filipino Pride
By Johanna Lee Villarosa Bulaong

The Best Essay Award

people and being a role model. I think that 
it also means to be an active member of so-
ciety, instead of just being an observer and 
only watch what goes on and takes place.  
Above all, being a leader in our community 
requires the ability to stand up for what you 
believe in and to also stand up for others, 
and to have an awareness and act upon it 
within the best of our abilities; to be a posi-
tive influence not only to young Filipinos, 
but to everyone else.
    In the future I plan to finish high school, 
college and then pursue an advanced de-
gree, to become either a nurse practitioner 
or a clinical psychologist. Both careers 
are centered on helping others to provide, 
guide, and support what might be their 
need to live their life to the fullest and with 
meaning.  Another one of my life goals is 
to travel around the world and enjoy all the 
different cultures and countries. I am inter-
ested in being able to see and appreciate all 
the unique experiences that come with trav-
eling and seeing everything that this earth 
has to offer. Lastly, one of my life goals is to 
go and visit the Philippines again. I haven’t 
seen many of my relatives there in a very 
long time, and I would love to have a fam-
ily reunion.
 
In conclusion, being a young Filipino-
American I have grown up my whole life 
with the Filipino culture and essence. My 
background has definitely influenced my 
decisions and my plans for the future. With-
out the Filipino pride and consciousness in 
my family, I know that I would not be the 
same person as I stand today. Overall, I am 
proud to be a young Filipino!  

when I stared out onto that river. 
    I wanted to do something to bring change 
to this region, but it was about so much more 
than just wanting to address these health is-
sues. It was about our shared heritage. It 
was about cultural solidarity. It was about 
old bonds that transcended our nationalities, 
places of birth, and the languages we spoke.
I researched solutions to water contamina-
tion issues, and eventually I found out about 
a small plastic device called a water pasteuri-
zation indicator. When placed in water that is 
being heated for sterilization, the wax within 
this device melts at pasteurization tempera-
ture, indicating the point at which disease-
causing agents are killed and the water is 
safe to drink. This was the tool that could 
help fight against the diseases on the tribal 
settlement. With a group of students, I started 
the Ilian Water Project. After raising money 
through bake sales, a charity golf tourna-
ment, and a music concert, we purchased 
supplies to build indicators for the tribe. As a 
result of this project and latrines built by the 
volunteer engineers, the incidence of water-
borne disease on the tribal settlement is now 
half of what it was in 2007.
   It was these experiences that convinced 
me that I shouldn’t continue to study science 
and engineering just because of my curiosity 
about the world but also because of a desire 
to change it. I know firsthand that these fields 
can offer the most elegantly simple solutions 
to the most daunting problems. If I learned 
anything from my experiences in the Philip-
pines and working on the Ilian Water Project, 
it was that I should never forget my back-
ground. I felt the common bond of cultural 
heritage with the people of the tribal settle-
ment, and I felt an obligation to give back. 
There is still much to be done in my home 
country and around my family’s hometown. 
I’ll be back someday, working to bring to the 
Philippines some of the technological ad-
vancements that we too often take for grant-
ed, because this was a place where I learned 
lessons that I’ll never forget.

The story of my cultural rediscovery was just 
like staring out onto that river. At first, I only 
saw what was on the surface. But as I stared a 
little bit longer, I saw past the layer of grime 
and saw the possibility of life-giving water 
underneath it. I saw this region, and my cul-
tural identity, not for what it was but rather 
for what it could be. Now, when someone 
asks me where I’m from, the answer doesn’t 
come so easily. I’d have to reply, “I live in 
Sacramento, California. But my home is in 
the Philippines.” 
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Because of You

“Dahil Sa’yo,” is a song and a memory that mul-
tiple generations share together. It represents 
a history and a love, that we carry through the 
years with a familiar melody. Naming our Pili-
pino Cultural Night,  “Dahil Sa’yo,” was the 
key to reaching out to multiple generations; we 
want to remember the Pilipino/a and Pilipino/a 
American experience in all of its beauty in our 
struggle. And for anyone that has participated 
in PCN, they will remember the blinding bright 
lights; their family and friends cheering them on;  
the pressure of knowing that alumni is watching; 
feeling the anticipation and pure adrenaline; and 
once it’s over, the longing to be onstage again 
with the cast- their new kasamas.
   
Pilipino Cultural Night is a student-run production, cel-
ebrating Pilipino/a and Pilipino/a American history, cul-
ture and identity. It has become a nationwide phenomenon, 
serving as a rite of passage for youth in high school and 
college, who are searching for their identities and finding 
their place in the community. The cast also shares a jour-
ney of learning, leading, growing, and building unity. San 
Francisco State University and the Pilipino American Col-
legiate Endeavor are proud to be the home of one of the 
longest running PCN’s in the nation, celebrating our 40th 
Anniversary, “Dahil Sa’yo,” on Saturday, April 28, 2012.
   The story of “Dahil Sayo,” features Paulino, a WWII 
veterano, and his grand-daughter, Gabby, a college stu-
dent, that showcases a search for strength within one’s 
relationship to the homeland; finding forgiveness;  heal-
ing old wounds; and moving onward. The loss of Gabby’s 
father, Emilio, to the Afghan War in 2001, triggers a series 
of emotions and memories, reflecting events in Pilipino/a 
American history and a spirit of hope and uplift, while 
probing the layers of humanity in the Pilipino/a American 
experience.
   Until April 28th, the image of cultural dances has always 
been an instant mental picture of costumes, from bahags to 
Spanish influenced wardrobe from another time and world. 
The cast of “Dahil Sa’yo,” looked beyond the wardrobe, 
and into their hearts. “For six minutes of your life, you 
are not you. You are in the Philippines. You are babaylans.  
So I am begging you, if you wish to represent your ances-
tors and your homeland on this stage, to do it with pride,” 
urged Kristina Nagales, alumni and cast member. We un-
derstand that we are not authentic and that our dances are 
mere interpretations of the real thing. Not only was our cast 
challenged mentally and physically - to understand that we 
represent a people who lived and breathed our interpretive 

choreography- but we were also challenged spiritually- to em-
body a life and time outside of our own, outside of what we 
know. So for six everlasting minutes of their lives, they held 
their heads high and allowed the spirit of their ancestors to 
take over them. They felt their dances and did it with passion, 
without hesitation.
   It is easy to celebrate things that we already love and rec-
ognize; “Dahil Sa’yo,” brings light to pieces of history that 
are often overlooked. It is a privilege and a challenge to be 
critical about our community and our history. By discussing 
topics that are taboo such as LGBT within the military and 
also remembering moments that mark our humanity at its best 

and worst, PCN is a platform to address issues in our community, 
reflect on our history as Pilipino/a Americans and Asian Ameri-
cans, ask critical questions, and allow ourselves to embrace our 
deepest emotions as we process the different layers of our shared 
identities.
   The actors and dancers share the stage with the people they rep-
resent- different people from different generations. It is important 
for the audience to connect with the actors and their story, and it is 
imperative to bear in mind those who have yet to be heard. Many 
of us wait for others to say exactly what we are thinking, hoping 
that someone will break the long and painful silence. 

By Joy Ng

Continued next page
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May 6, 2012.  On the 70th 
Anniversary of the fall of 
Corregidor, the U.S. Na-

tional Museum of the Pacific War 
featured Platinum Multimedia’s 
new documentary film Forgotten 
Soldiers.  As has been the case with 
previous screenings of Forgotten 
Soldiers, guests packed the the-
ater and additional seating had to 
be brought in to accommodate the 
crowd. 

 Forgotten Soldiers depicts the events 
that took place in the Philippines early in 
World War II, when General Douglas Ma-
cArthur was ordered to escape to Australia 
and leave 80,000 soldiers behind to face 
the Japanese Army and the Bataan Death 
March.  In the film, narrated by Hollywood 
actor Lou Diamond Phillips, ten Philip-
pine Scout survivors describe the battles 
of Bataan and Corregidor, and the Death 
March itself, over photographs, reenact-
ments, and actual footage of the events.  
Much of the film was captured from the 
Japanese at the end of the war.
   Museum Programs Director Helen Mc-
Donald opened the afternoon presentation 
and welcomed guests who had traveled 
from Houston, Fort Hood, Austin and San 
Antonio for this regional premiere of the 
film.  Historian Chris Schaefer, who wrote 
the script for the film, introduced the mov-
ie.
   Two Philippine Scout veterans, Eulalio 
Arzaga of the 26th Cavalry Regiment and 
Frankie Ramirez of the 91st Coast Artillery, 
were present at the event with members 
of their families, some of whom traveled 
from Arizona, California and Louisiana to 
participate.  After the film the two Scouts 
were joined onstage by John Oliver, a vet-
eran of the 19th Bombardment Group on 
Mindanao Island, to take questions from 
the audience. 

Visitors to the museum were able to tour 

(Left) Philippine Scout veteran Frankie Ramirez with wife Christa and daughter Linda.
(Right) Philippine Scout veteran Ely Arzaga with five of his six daughters.
For many family members, Forgotten Soldiers is their first exposure to the ordeal their fathers and grandfathers 
endured on Bataan and Corregidor.

Philippine Scout survivors Frankie Ramirez, 91st Coast Artillery, and Eulalio Arzaga, 26th Cavalry Regiment, an-
swer questions accompanied by John Oliver, 19th Bomb Group of the Far East Air Force.

Early in World 
War II the 
President of 

the United States 
ordered General 
Douglas MacAr-
thur to leave 80,000 
American and Fili-
pino soldiers behind 
on Bataan where 
they faced one of 
the worst atrocities 
in modern military 
history--the Bataan 
Death March.  One 
month later Corregi-
dor, the last Allied 
bastion in the Pa-
cific, fell to the Japa-
nese.

On Saturday, May 
26, Chicago’s Pritz-
ker Military Library 
will showcase Forgotten Soldiers, a new 
documentary movie about the U.S. Ar-
my’s Philippine Scouts and the terrible 
ordeal they and their comrades suffered 
on Bataan, Corregidor and in the Japanese 
prison camps.
   May 26, 1:00 pm, Pritzker Militry Li-
braryIn this stirring documentary movie 
narrated by Lou Diamond Phillips, ten 
Philippine Scout survivors describe their 
gallant stand, the bitter surrender, and 
their ultimate triumph over the enemy; 
over photographs, reenactments and ac-

Chicago’s Pritzker Military Library 
to feature Forgotten Soldiers

70th Anniversary of the fall of Corregidor

the extensive exhibits of the new 
George H.W. Bush Galleries, where 
the story of the Pacific War is told in 
detail, beginning with the early histo-
ries of competition and animosities in 
the Asia-Pacific region that ultimately 
culminated in World War II.  The fall 
of Bataan and Corregidor and the 
Bataan Death March can be explored 
in detail in the galleries’ exhibits.  The 
Museum was originally established 
by the Nimitz Foundation—Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz was Commander 
in Chief in the Pacific during World 
War II, and Lieutenant, future Presi-
dent, George H.W. Bush flew an at-
tack bomber in his command.

tual footage of the 
events, much of the 
film captured from 
the Japanese at the 
end of the war. 
   The 12,000 Fili-
pino and Ameri-
can soldiers of the 
Philippine Scouts 
were the backbone 
of General MacAr-
thur’s doomed forc-
es, but few Ameri-
cans today are even 
aware of this unique 
segment of the 
United States Army.  
They are America’s 
FORGOTTEN SOL-
DIERS.
   Saturday, May 26, 
2012, at 1:00 in the 
afternoon.

 Pritzker Military Library, 104 S. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago, Illinois.
   This screening of Forgotten Soldiers is 
presented by the Pritzker Military Library 
in collaboration with the Philippines Con-
sulate, Chicago.  For reservations, tele-
phone the Pritzker Military Library, (312) 
374-9333, www.pritzkermilitarylibrary.org, 
or the Philippines Consulate, (312) 332-
6458, ext 15 or 17, www.chicagopcg.com.
www.ww2scouts.com
Produced and Directed by Donald A. Plata
Narrated by Lou Diamond Phillips

Their stories are even more 
important than mainstream 
narratives because we do not 
prefer to discuss topics that 
make us uncomfortable. Ev-
ery time we cringe, and feel 
the instinct to run, makes us 
human, and we must take 
account of those stories that 
make nightmares all too real 
and us people much too frag-
ile. Our aim is to give a voice 
to those who are unable to 
find the words, do not have 
the courage, or cannot find 
the strength to speak. Their 
lives, their stories, and their 
experiences matter. What we 
choose to put on stage reflects 
our generation, and I believe 
that we are much, much more 
than entertainment.
   We come from a long heri-
tage and a diverse, rich, and 

beautiful culture.  In our 
legacy of 40 years of Pili-
pino Cultural Nights at San 
Francisco State University, 
we have come so far to rep-
resent the beauty, histories 
and stories we know; but 
there is still so much more 
to discuss and so much 
more to learn. The 3-hour 
production is a result of 
endless research, physi-
cally demanding practices, 
and meticulous planning. 
It takes the coordination 
and dedication of over 80 
students to make PCN pos-
sible. We begin as fellow 
students and strangers, but 
end the show as family and 
community members. As 
we celebrate 40 long years 
of commitment to our heri-
tage and culture, let’s also 
look forward

Dahil Sa ‘Yo
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By Faina E. Abaya

The so called cream of 
the crop of the Filipino 
American community of 

Sacramento from Dinnah San 
Pedro the editor/ publisher of 
the Philippine Fiesta to retired 
AFP colonel Mon Veridiano 
who just arrived from the 
Philippines in the pursuit of 
his political inclination were 
in attendance to pay tribute to 
Ester Carrasco for innumerable 
projects that she had participat-
ed which redounded to the best 
interest of the community

In between were the elite of Sacra-
mento’s Filipino American commu-
nity leadership as well as prominent 
residents and members of the local 
Lion Clubs who gave the honoree 
deafening applause for every merito-
rious project that she has successfully 
undertaken. And, to top it all, Ester 
Carrasco also received an unprec-
edented several standing ovations 
never before accorded to any indi-
vidual in the community whenever 
speaker after speaker mentioned her 
commendable deeds in the commu-
nity and for individuals who benefited 
from her solicited or unsolicited help.
   Indeed, the accolades that the hon-
oree received from individuals who 
likewise are involved in several 
meritorious undertakings are without 
parallel in a place where community 
members are often times fragmented 
to pursue a single project. What made 
Ester Carrasco gets well could be her 
sustainable work habit in the commu-
nity without being distracted by is-
sues other than what she was willing 
to do. She is focused on what to do 
and never could be considered contro-
versial, by just simply providing food, 
temporary shelter, personal provision 
or anything that could help those who 
are in dire need for assistance.
   As expected, the Bayanihan of Sac-
ramento, USA led by Dr. Tony Solo-
mon an equally hardworking commu-
nity leader who took the initiative to 
invite everyone for a sumptuous din-
ner on April 22, 2012 to pay tribute to 
Ester Carrasco for what she exempli-
fied in life that  helped many individu-
als on their personal needs. 
   After a meaningful invocation by 
Maria Sotelo invoking the graces of 
the Divine Providence for all to enjoy, 
the program emceed by Leila Pereira 
started with Dr, Tony Solomon de-
livering his usual short remarks by 
thanking everyone for graciously tak-
ing their time to attend and be a part 
to honor a community icon who tire-
lessly worked for the best interest and 
welfare of the community.
    Perhaps, no other community orga-
nization has meticulously chronicled 
the many events that Ester Carrasco 
participated in than  the Bayanihan of 
Sacramento, USA handled by Remy 
Solomon who corroborated with her 
on behalf of those individuals who 
benefited for her kindness and be-
nevolence. 
   When our aging Filipino veterans 
recognized by the United States as 
part of the United States Military Ser-
vice who fought during the Second 
World War arrived in Sacramento to 

enjoy their benefits, they encountered 
numerous problems. A task force was 
created by community volunteers in 
collaboration with Dr. Eugene Cruz 
of the NAHSS to look into the needs 
of the veterans. 

Ester Carrasco played an important 
role in such an endeavor by finding 
a comfortable place for the veterans 
to stay as the volunteers launched 
several fund raising campaigns for 
their benefits such as Halloween and 
Crab Feed projects which were held 
at the Magellan Hall of the American 
Legion Post 604. The volunteers also 
took the task of honoring veterans 
who passed away by holding memo-
rial services for them to remember 
the services they rendered during the 

Great War. Ester Carrasco and the 
volunteers were also instrumentals in 
bringing home to the Philippines the 
remains of veterans for their loved 
ones to honor and mourn.
   The honoree also tirelessly partici-
pated during the Barbeque and Rum-
mage Sale to raise funds to benefit the 
PNDA/OFYA and two orphanages in 
the Philippines supported by the Bay-
anihan of Sacramento, USA. A Hal-
loween Fund raising was also held 
in 2008 at the Magellan Hall of the 
American Legion Post 604 to benefit 
the SANDAAN project. 
   Ester Carrasco showed her culi-
nary skill when she brought in 300 
lunch boxes for the CSI Workshop 
for the youth participants, an event 
for the Filipino youth growing up in 

the United States to know the con-
sequences of their act and omission 
when it transgresses our laws. The 
occasion was in collaboration with 
the then District Attorney Alice Wong 
and Capital Chief Legal Counsel Ter-
ry Chong who both spoke on how our 
Criminal Justice system works.
   The honoree as always showed her 
expertise in food by serving appetiz-
ing menus of both Filipino and Amer-
ican cuisines during the  Pasko Na 
Naman, Disyembre Na Naman and 
the Bayanihan & Friends Sing Broad-
way Hits to benefit St. Charles Parish 
School & Youth group.
   For three consecutive years from 
2010 to 2012, the honoree supplied 
lunch boxes for both the Consulate on 
Wheels staffers and volunteers when 

the community outreached program of 
the Philippine Consulate in San Fran-
cisco held their office in Sacramento.
   
As president and member of the Rizal 
Lions Club, Ester Carrasco has suc-
cessfully handled numerous projects 
such as medical missions, veteran’s 
assistance and other charitable events 
benefiting children and the unfortu-
nate. 
   In 2007 gathering of veterans, Colo-
nel (AFP ret.) Alberto Arcaya, former 
commander of the Filipino United 
States War Veterans Legion said, “ 
Ester Carrasco has given a lot of her 
time and personal resources for the 
well being of the Filipino WW11 vet-
erans such as clothing, personal items 
and food during our meetings”. Most 
importantly when our Filipino veter-
ans were new in Sacramento, Ester 
Carrasco with the assistance of other 
community leaders, such as Mon Ve-
ridiano, Dr. Tony Solomon, Lloyd 
Castaneda and many others took the 
initiative to find a boarding house for 
the veterans for just minimal amount.
   Likewise, as a member of the Ma-
harlika Lions Club, Ester Carrasco has 
consistently contributed her personal 
services for any projects involving 
the less fortunate and the plight of our 
veterans. Without being asked, Ester 
Carrasco has always an open hand to 
cater for fund raising events, contrib-
ute modest amount of money and sup-
plies for Medical/ Dental Missions to 
the Philippines.
   Indeed, with all the numerous events 
that the honoree participated, devoting 
her time and energy for the betterment 
of our community, she simply showed 
kindness, charity, resourcefulness, 
hard work, sincerity of purpose and 
the spirit of volunteerism that should 
make our community a better place to 
live in. All the speakers such as Memie 
Weitzenberg, Perry Diaz, Bert Meliza, 
Sarah Enloe, Derek Ledda and Mon  
Veridiano were in unison to say that 
Ester Carrasco has set an example in 
the community for her tireless partici-
patory spirit that should be emulated 
as a unifying factor for better relation-
ship with one another.
   The entertainment was provided by 
Remy Solomon, Leila Pereira, Ma-
ria Sotelo and Rosalie Crandall who 
as usual captivated the admiration of 
their audience with their professional 
like performances. The finale num-
ber was rendered by the Bayanihan of 
Sacramento Choir Group led by Espie 
Espena with their interpretation of the 
song “If We Hold On Together”. 
   
Ester Carrasco in her response ex-
pressed her heartfelt gratitude to all 
especially the Bayanihan of Sacra-
mento, USA for holding the event on 
her behalf. She candidly admitted that 
in the course of her community activi-
ties, she inadvertently created misun-
derstandings with others. For such 
shortcomings and showing humility, 
she sincerely apologized and begged 
for forgiveness. However, she said 
that the event honoring her is also a 
gathering to honor the equally mag-
nificent men and women of our com-
munity who were with her because 
without them, she could not possibly 
do the entire job attributed to her. In 
closing, her audience responded with 
deafening applause as they stood up 
and wished her the best of everything 
in life. 

Bayanihan of Sacramento, USA and 
friends hold tribute for Ester Carrasco
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At the outset, I would like to ex-
press my heartfelt gratitude to all 
of you for having graciously ac-
cepted our invitations to be with 
us to celebrate and enjoy the 30th 
anniversary of the founding of 
United Naguilian La Union Cir-
cle of America, Incorporated . 

On behalf of the officers and 
members of the UNLUCAI Sac-
ramento, I welcome each and 
every one of you and I hope, as 
I have said, to enjoy with us in 
the celebration of this memorable 
occasion.
      The UNLUCAI is the original 
organization for all Naguilland-
ers who left their beloved town 
to unite in the place where they 
have found solace and comfort 

Pete Ferrer Welcomes UNLUCAI 30th Anniversary celebrants
for their families, especially, their 
children’s proper upbringings. We All 
know that our organization has made 
a tremendously giant stride since its 
founding in 1982 by uniting all Nagu-
ilanders not only in Sacramento but 
wherever they are to enjoy that spirit 
of oneness as envisioned by the origi-
nal members.
     We have reached a milestone in the 
history of UNLACAI which has been 
founded by the men and women who 
have traced their roots to their be-
loved town of Naguilian. They were 
our Charter members led by Alfredo 
and Adelaida Vita whose visionary 
and pioneering spirit we shall always 
honor and remember not only by us 
but also our children’s children who 
will, likewise, inherit and enjoy the 
strong bond of brotherhood, friend-
ship and camaraderie that have been 
our natural traits as Naguillanders.
      Looking back, the many years 
since the founding of UNLUCAI, I 
venture to say that we have greater 
success than failures because in just 
few years, the UNLUCAI has spread 
to many places, across the continental 
United States, Canada, Europe, the 
middle east and Asia. As a result, we 
were able to constantly communicate 

with each other and always yearning 
that feeling of being together to know 
about ourselves and to hear the good 
or bad news on our town we loved so 
much.
    
While I can not chronicle all the 
achievements of all the chapters and 
affiliated organizations of UNLU-
CAI, however, I  am proud to say that  
the UNLUCAI of Sacramento since 
I became a member and officer we 
have number of projects that greatly 
helped the town of Naguilian as well 
as the community where we lived. 
We were able to extend our help to ty-
phoon and flood victims of our town 
in 2010 when we contributed about 
$1, 500 dollars to help minimized 
the hardship that they were undergo-
ing. Likewise, we also supported and 
joined several Medical and Dental 
Missions to Naguilian in collabora-
tion with other affiliated organiza-
tions of the UNLUCAI and lately in 
the 2012 we contributed 500.00 dol-
lars in support for the same mission 
to our town. Many of us also attended 
the holding of the Naguilian Global 
Reunion held at Vancouver, Canada 
in July 2011 and for such successful 
reunion we congratulate Delia Vita, 
the president of the Naguillanders 

Alliance Network who headed such 
event.
      We also initiated and supported 
the fund raising headed by Henry 
and Tina Bambao for the complete 
changing of the pews of San Agustin 
Church of Naguilian. Through their 
relentless and tireless efforts, they 
were able to raise more or less about 
20,000.00 dollars for such purpose 
and I urge you to see for yourselves 
the new pews in the church when you 
will visit our town. For such success-
ful achievement we profoundly say 
thank you to all those who contrib-
uted to such godliness project.
    I would also like to mention that 
we initiated and supported the build-
ing of two elementary schools in our 
town located at Barrios Mangungu-
nay and Bariquir respectively and the 
two school buildings are now referred 
to as the  Satellite Elementary schools 
for grade 1 and 2 of the Department 
of Education in Naguilian. Our thanks 
to Tom and Edna Conolly for their fi-
nancial support and for lending their 
expertise in building the two school 
buildings. Our profound gratitude as 
well to all others who contributed to 
such commendable school projects 
for the benefit of our town’s young 
school children.

By the President UNLUCAI Our UNLUCAI members also coor-
dinated with other community orga-
nizations to render voluntary work 
for the community and lately we 
co-sponsored the successful hold-
ing of the Consulate on Wheels an 
Outreached Community Program 
of the Philippine Consulate in San 
Francisco for the benefit of the Fili-
pino American community on their 
needed Philippine legal documenta-
tions. 
    Certainly, within the spanned of 
30 years, all the other Chapters and 
affiliated organizations of the UN-
LICAI have their own correspond-
ing achievements that have benefit-
ed their communities and the town 
of Naguilian. It simply showed the 
visionary and selfless efforts of our 
founders that their objectives for all 
Naguillanders living far away from 
their beloved town can be united. 
Certainly, our unity as always brings 
out our usual natural traits of being 
generous as we enjoy that spirit of 
brotherhood, friendship and cama-
raderie which we are going to put 
again into action on May 26, 2012 
when we celebrate our 30th anniver-
sary at Radission Hotel  (Woodlake 
Hotel), Thank you and God bless 
everyone.
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On April 11, 2012, the Asian Pacific Bar As-
sociation of Sacramento (ABAS) celebrated its 
thirty-first year with an unprecedented gala at 
the Tsakopoulos Library Galleria.  This event 
was not just a celebration of success and accom-
plishment over the past three decades but an ac-
knowledgement of Asian Pacific Islander com-
munity’s progress in developing and cultivating 
future leaders in the legal profession.  The 2012 
ABAS Anniversary and Awards Dinner was a 
reminder of how far ABAS has come.

The evening started with the recognition of the 
many dignitaries and judicial officers who were 
present.  Stalwart ABAS supporters - Judge 
Charles and Dorrie Kobayashi; Honorable 
Phil and Marilyn Isenberg; Assembly mem-
bers Mariko Yamada and Roger Dickinson; 
Sacramento County Bar President June Cole-
man; California Women Lawyers President Pat 
Sturdevant; Presiding Justice Art Scotland (Re-
tired); Presiding Judge Laurie Earl; and Federal 
Judge Kim Mueller were joined by more than 
30 of their judicial colleagues.  Administrative 
Law Judge Danette “Dee” Brown was joined by 
members of her bench from the Office of Ad-
ministrative Hearings.  
  Despite her exhausting bicoastal schedule, 

The Asian Pacific Bar Association of Sacramento Bestowed the ABAS Community 
Service Award On District 4-C5 1st Vice District Governor Derek Ledda 
Administrative Law Judge Danette “Dee” Brown

Congresswoman Doris Matsui graciously pro-
vided a warm welcome to the sell out crowd.  
Her comments reminded us what a community 
is and how intertwined our lives are.  
   The evening was a celebration of just how far 
we’ve come since the inception of ABAS and 
recognition of the role that many of our mem-
bers played in this process.  Many of the speak-
ers, including ABAS President Angela Lai and 
ABAS Law Foundation President Toso Himel, 
recounted the history of ABAS and the growth 
of APA’s in the profession over the last several 
decades. They noted the paucity of APA judicial 
officers during the early years of ABAS and the 
efforts by ABAS members Jerry Chong, Jesse 
Morris, and Curt Namba to increase the number 
of APA bench officers. 
   Although ABAS is principally a legal orga-
nization, it has a long standing commitment to 
bettering the Sacramento community.  Speakers 
talked about how ABAS members have played 
instrumental roles in several local organiza-
tions, including Asian Legal Services Outreach 
and My Sister’s House.
   Consistent with the theme of community ser-
vice, ABAS recognized two members of its com-
munity for their service.  Judge Dee Brown had 
the privilege of introducing Attorney and com-

munity activist, Derek Ledda.  
Derek was awarded the ABAS 
Community Service Award for 
his long standing commitment 
to a number of charitable orga-
nizations, such as the Maharlika 
Lion’s Club, whose many proj-
ects include: My Sister’s House; 
the Sacramento Tree Founda-
tion; Flag Day; Maharlika’s 
Medical Mission to the Philip-
pines; and many others.  As the 
District Governor-Elect for Dis-
trict 4C-5, Derek’s vast accom-
plishments in the community for 
this past 30 years brought him a 
well-deserved and long-awaited 
recognition for his work.  ABAS 
is proud to have Derek as its 
Community Service Awardee at 
its most successful awards din-
ner ever.   
   Well known in both political and community 
circles, ABAS honored Appointments Secre-
tary Mona Pasquil with the ABAS President’s 
Award.  Both award recipients reminded the au-
dience of the importance of “giving back” to the 
community and the importance of role models.
The highly anticipated keynote address by Jus-

tice Goodwin Liu was a fitting 
end to an amazing evening.  We 
were entertained and inspired by 
Justice Liu’s speech. Assisted by 
visual examples of problematic 
“Asian hair,” he recounted his 
rise as the child of immigrants, 
through his years as a cub scout, 
through the Senate confirmation 
process to his appointment to the 
California Supreme Court.  Al-
though his speech was marked 
with deft self effacing humor, 
his message mirrored the re-
curring themes of the evening.  
He spoke of the importance of 
mentors, citing Bob Matsui as 
an example.  He spoke of role 
models, community, and the im-
portance of relationships.  He 
spoke of where we were and 

how far we’ve come in the profession. 
   ABAS and its members have made great 
strides over the last three decades but we must 
not be complacent.  We have many more bridges 
to cross and many more ceilings to break. This 
success is not a time to rest but confirmation 
that our struggle for “constant improvement” is 
a road worth traveling.

The Maharlika Lions Club, along with a major-
ity of other Lions Clubs of District 4-C5, had an 
exciting, informative, and entertaining time as 
they attended the District 4-C5 “It’s a Small’s 
World” Convention in San Ramon, CA this past 
April 26 through 29, 2012.  In addition to Ma-
harlika Lions Club, the following Lions Clubs 
attended the Convention:  Ambassador; Auburn 
49ers; Auburn Host; Citrus Heights; Country 
Club; Elk Grove: Embarcadero; Esparto; Fol-
som City Host; Folsom Lake; Foothill; Fort 
Sutter; Galt; Golden State; Grass Valley Host; 
Higgins Diggins; Land Park; Lincoln Hills; 
Lincoln Host; Loomis; Morro Bay; Mother 
Lode; Nevada City; New Castle Golden Spike; 
Orangevale; Penn Valley Hi-Graders; Pioneer; 
Placerville; Pride of Laguna Creek; Roseville 
Host; Roseville Sunrise; Senator; Valley High; 
Woodland Host; Woodland Reveille; and Yolo 
Sunset.  District Governor (DG) James selected 
the theme “It’s a Small’s World” for the Con-
vention this year to remind everyone that that 
Lions Clubs International is a global organiza-
tion.  On Friday evening everyone dressed in 
their native costume from their country and/or 
other countries and all the activities centered on 
international themes.  

This year’s Convention was very exciting and 
SPECIAL for the Maharlikans because our very 
own District 4-C5 1st Vice District Governor 
(VDG) Derek Ledda was running for the posi-
tion of District Governor for District 4-C5.  Be-
cause of his campaign, Maharlika Lions Club 
turned out in force at the Convention to help 
campaign for 1st VDG Derek – 29 Lions; six 
Partners-in-Service (PinS); and three guests 
showed up.
   The Maharlika Lions Club contingent attend-
ing the Convention was:  President Celsa Ta-
raya; IPP Danette “Dee” Brown; Past District 
Governor (PDG) Bert and PinS Julie Melliza; 
1st VDG Derek and Yvette Nonato, his guest; 
Efren and PinS Ester Diaz; Lion Ramon Ta-
raya; Lions Carle and Sarah Enloe; Lions Rey 
DeJesus; Lion JoJo Francisco; Lions Bing and 
Lynn Ventura; Lions Bien and Linda DeJesus; 
Lion Les and PinS Fil Duldulao along with their 
daughters Leslie and Frances; Lions Steve and 
Maryrose Barnhurst; Lion Joe and PinS Lissa 
De Vega; Lion Ruben and PinS Edna Nazareno; 
Lion Joe and PinS Gladys “DiDi” Carrasco; Li-
ons Joe Stayner and Fely Villanueva; Lion Dr. 
Michael Ruiz; Lion Zenny Yagen; Lion Myrna 
Agbunag; Lion Jane Soria; Lion Vickie Debord; 
Lion Tita DeLeon; and Lion Susan Kelly. 
   The last and only time that Maharlika Lions 
Club fielded a District Governor for District 
4-C5 was in 1996–1997:  PDG Bert Melliza.  
He holds the distinction of being the only Fili-
pino PDG for District 4-C5.  
   The Food Fair this year spotlighted the in-
ternational theme and all the participant Lions 
Clubs were serving various national cuisines.  

Maharlika Lions Club Turns Out in Force to Support 
1st Vice District Governor Derek Ledda  

at the 2012 District 4-C5 Convention – “It’s a Small’s World”

Maharlika naturally spotlighted Filipino food 
and the members dressed in native Filipino at-
tire.  The Saturday morning District 4-C5 Ne-
crology Service conducted by District Chaplain 
Lion Dr. Michael Ruiz, Maharlika Lions Club, 
was especially profound this year.    
    During each Lions Convention, there are 
numerous awards given out for the past years 
service projects that each Club conducts and in-
dividual Lions’ performance.  This is definitely 
a highlight of each Convention and not only the 
Clubs but the individual Lions work very hard 

to win these awards for their Clubs and them-
selves.  This year Maharlika Lions Club won 
a total of 12 Club and Individual awards.  The 
2011–2012 District Awards won by the Club 
and its members were:  Top Large Club – 26 
members or more – 2nd Place – Maharlika Li-
ons Club; International President’s Presidential 
Recognition Medal for Service – PDG Bert 
Melliza, Maharlika Lions Club; International 
President Certificate of Appreciation Award – 
Sacramento Region - Lion Les Duldulao; Dis-
trict Project Award – Maharlika Lions Club – 

“Tree Planting Project; Net Membership Award 
– Maharlika Lions Club – 15 members; Region 
Lion of the Year  for Sacramento Region: Lion 
Steve Barnhurst – Maharlika Lions Club; Mel-
vin Jones Fellowship Awards – President Celsa 
Taraya and Lion Jane Soria; Partner in Service 
of the Year Recognition – PinS Fil Duldulao, 
Maharlika Lions Club; Best Costume in the 
Parade – Maharlika Lions Club; Best Costume 
in the Parade – Individual Male – Lion Dr. Mi-
chael Ruiz, Maharlika Lions Club; Club Scrap-
book Contest – First Place – Maharlika Lions 
Club; and Food Fair – Second Place:  Maharlika 
Lions Club. 
   Congratulations to the 2011–2012 Maharlikan 
District 4-C5 recipients who were recognized at 
the annual convention in San Ramon, CA.
   We would like to extend a special recognition 
and thank you to Lions Les Duldulao and Sarah 
Enloe for providing the pictures for this article. 

Maharlika Lions Club definitely had another 
good District 4-C5 Convention Year.  Numerous 
accolades have been heaped on Maharlika Lions 
Club and its members because it has a reputa-
tion of being an extremely hard working Club.  
It should be noted however that all the awards 
and accolades received by the Maharlika Lions 
Club and its members could not have happened 
without a two key ingredients – HARDWORK 
AND TEAMWORK!   However, when it is all 
said and done, Maharlika Lions Club and its 
members strive to provide exceptional service 
to the community they serve and the people 
within the community.  They are the true win-
ners for sure because Maharlika Lions Club’s 
mission is to provide a level of service that will 
elevate  the lives of the less fortunate people.  
When they can achieve this goal – that’s what 
it is all about!  Congratulations to all Maharlika 
Lions for another successful year! 

Derek Ledda
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Sunrise March 10, 1978  
Sunset November 4, 2010

Birthdays Calendar of
Events

Kapitbahay
Activity Center for the
Filipino Community
6051 Mack Rd.
Sacramento, CA 95823

MAY 19, 2012  (Saturday)
8th Annual ASIAN HERITAGE
Street Celebration
11 am - 6 pm
Civic Center to Little Saigon
Larkin St. from Grove to Ellis St.
San Francisco
FREE Admission

Christian Carl’s Baptismal Celebration

Contact:  
Lilia Rivera at 524-8008; 
Vickie Debord at 524-3452  

5B

NATHANIEL NGO
MAY 30

JUNE 3, 2012  (Sunday)
FILIPINO FIESTA
of SACRAMENTO 2012
10 am - 5 pm
Jose Rizal Community Center
7320 Florin Mall Drive, Sacramento
916.524.8008
www.sactofiesta.org
Free Admission

It was cold and windy but the 
sun rises the whole day in 
March 24, 2012.  My grand-

son Christian Carl Ancheta 
Erespe received the Sacrament 
of Baptism at Good Shepherd 
Church in Elk Grove California. 
Reception was held at the Oak 
Ridge Winery Auditorium in 
LODI California.

Those who graced the occasion are the 

By Johnny and Norma Ancheta Ruiz

G. Dawn Carrasca-Guevara Duccini

To our beloved Dawn-Dawn,
   It has been four years since you went home to 
the Father where we hope to join you someday to 
share his promised of eternal joy.
   Your friendship has been an inspiration to many 
and your love truly a blessing.
  Your parents, children, grandchildren, sisters, 
brothers, nieces, nephews and most especially 
Gary, misses you deeply.

We will always love you...

GOD PARENTS,  Ted Wojnar, Loraine de 
Arco,  Richard and Zoila Calizar, Jeoffrey 
and Grace Guanco,  John and Norine de 
leon, Richard and Dolores Caguiat, Gerald 
and Rongie Mayo.
   Among the attendees are the Godparents 
of Carlito and Maria during their wedding  
eight years ago are Bert and Rose Jocson,  
Rudy and Lolit Aris,  Melchor and Carol 
Munar,  Johnny and Merlita James,  Elpidio 
and Josie Vea,  Saturnino and Helen Pizarro, 
Constante and Nena Miguel, Ben and Merly 
Baclig, Avelina and Teresita Miguel.
   I ‘m so glad, my family from Delano Cali   
fornia were able to come, my ate Ana, my 
nieces Marilyn, Bessie, and Lea, my neph-
ews Hector, Doming, Marcel and wife.
   My family in Sta. Clara, Manong Elpidio 
and Manang Josie, Lolly, Lhito,and Emy.  
From Freemont Mr. & Mrs. Frank Buman-
glag, From Daly City Jojo & Loida Marzan 
together with their mom and Joshua. From 
Union City Marilou and Beth Siregar. 
My cousins from Elk Grove, Gloria and 
Sally Molina. My nieces in Sacramento, 
Monna, Michell together with Kenny, Leila 
, Jayden and John, my nephews  Erick and 
Mark together with Maericlaine and Ashley.
My friends in Buceville Terrace and Elk 
Grove Care & Rehab.  Merlita, Imelda So-
riano  with Eddie,  Ronnie& Mhel Cabebe, 
Sydney & Cherryl Mobe,Rommel  & Lili-
beth Caranza  Christy Gildner  Eva Galapon 
and Loreta Sapigao.
   My friends from the Golden State Lions 
Club, Rolly,Reymond,Celia Santiago,  Ner-

issa & Chloe Fox, Bert &Rose Jocson, .
The Ilocanos of America, Pres. Mercy Guer-
rero, Vice Pres. Admir Soriano, Tres. Carol 
Munar, Bella Nidoy, Luz Daclan, Esther 
Mros, the reigning queen Betty  Rigonan with 
husband Fernando, 2nd Princess Zena and 
better half Tony Gaerlan
   Friends of Maria& Carlito  Molly & Ian 
Baxter, De la Cruz and Pinlac family, Tino 
Vasquez, Constantino family,Mr. & Mrs Sumo 
who gave the cake, Mama Mary Bumanglag 
Mr & Mrs. George Diaz, John & Elaine RuiZ  
with sons Luke & Noah and Cesante family .
   I salute the crew, classmates and friends of 
Charmaine Erespe, daughter of Carlito who 
did the preparation and cleaned up in the 
venue. (Mark, Estela, Jewel, Joana, Christine, 
Faustine and Faye)
My  high schoolmate and forever friend from 
Mantica, Ca. Dante and Nita Felipe together 
with her family,  long lost friends Luis and 
Camen Macaranas, The Pizarro Family, Ba-
clig Family, David & Reggie Rios, my Aba-
layan the Mayo family,    
   Our special thanks to Dave and Dinah San 
Pedro, Mr. Vic and DJ Daudico that despite of 
your hectic schedules you were able to make 
it

Lastly, we would like to thank our relatives 
and Friends who were not able to come but 
sent their gifts. Mrs. Adelina Miguel, Ms. 
Imelda Aris, Mr. & Mrs. Hernani Ramos, Ms. 
Cecile Baylon and Ms. Norie Aspiras. Our 
heartfelt gratitude and overwhelming love 
and affection to everybody. 
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CARLE ENLOE with wife Sarah
MAY 13

DICK WEITZENBERG with wlfe Memie
APRIL 31

CAROLINA SAN PEDRO
MAY 16

ALBERT TAYO with wife Mercy
APRIL 23

GEORGE SY with wife JOSIE
JUNE 13 and JUNE 19

The Erespe Family, Carlito, Maria, Christopher 
and Carl

CAROL BANTA
MAY 4

GABRAIEL UMAYAM
APRIL 28

SHERYL with daughter Liz
JUNE 9

“Mom Faina, daughter Fainalita and daughter-in-law Michelle”.

JOE RIVERA
MAY 7
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East Lawn Elk Grove Memorial Park & Mortuary
9189 E. Stockton Blvd., Elk Grove, California 95624

License #FD1455 phone: 916.505.8555

Q Does East Lawn Elk Grove Memorial Park have space available?

A Yes, East Lawn Elk Grove Memorial Park and Mortuary offers burial gardens for both flat and upright monuments, 
mausoleum, crypts, glass fronted niches and variety of choices ready to be customized to your personality.

Now is the time...
                           tomorrow who knows..

Advanced funeral planning gives the peace of mind that comes with knowing your funeral arragements are taken care of, while lessen-
ing the burden of someone you left behind.
    Someone, at a future date, has to be responsible for making your funeral arrangements. Who will it be?
    The best way to handle tough decisions at the time of death is by doing it now. Together today and without pressures of time in grief. 
Allow your funeral to be conducted according to your wishes.
   Protect your family from rising costs by locking in today’s prices.
Tumutulong, nakakaunawa, nagmamalasakit para sa iyo at sa mga mahal sa buhay. 
Sa ikatatahimik ng isip, tumawag lang po.

Frequently asked questions
Manuel Buenaventura

Consultant

East Lawn

June 9, 2012

PPV

PACQUIAO 
VS 

BRADLEY
Doors Open 4pm

Cover charge $10 adult / $5 kids
Food and Drink
Tickets at Door

American Legion Post 604
8831 Gerber Road Sacramento

STARWEST FURNITURE
Custom Furniture and Re-

Call Nader: Tel. 916.470.7292
Reasonable Price!

By Marv Dumon

Here are 10 things we 
learned from the fight in 
Las Vegas.

1.) Mayweather not only be-
came the WBA junior mid-
dleweight champion, he also 
proved that he is the best boxer 
in the planet.  Love him or hate 
him, Mayweather is number 
one pound-for-pound.
2.) Mayweather justified be-
ing favored 7-to-1 over a tough 
Miguel Cotto, as both men 
fought at the 154 lb. weight 
limit.  Cotto may have been the 
physically bigger boxer, but he 
was simply outclassed by a su-
perior fighter.
3.) Though now 35-years-old, 
Mayweather still has the quick-
ness, zip, agility, and sharpness 
of an elite boxer.  Along with 
Pernell Whitaker, he is one of 
the two best defensive boxers 
in the past 30 years.
4.) Floyd won’t fight later this 
year as he’ll get out of jail 
sometime in August.  He’ll 
then want to spend time with 
family and friends, and not be-
gin training camp right away.  
Next year, 2013, seems far 
away.
View slideshow: Weigh-in: 
Mayweather vs. Cotto
5.)Despite Mayweather’s usual 
pronouncements about want-
ing to fight Manny Pacquiao, 
we’re not any closer to the 
mega-fight happening.  Please 
don’t get your hopes up.  Floyd 
says one thing but acts another 
way.  He’s a salesman in the 
entertainment industry, and 
what he utters by way of spo-

By Olmin Leyba 

MANILA, Philippines - Pro-
moters for pound-for-pound 
superstars Manny Pacquiao 
and Floyd Mayweather Jr. 
voiced out varying propos-
als as to how the revenue 
should be split, if and when 
the megabuck fight the world 
wants to see would eventu-
ally materialize.

Fielding the question about 
the division of the pie dur-
ing the new HBO series 
“The Fight Game with Jim 
Lampley,” Top Rank boss 
Bob Arum suggested a 45-45 
share, with the remaining 10 
percent going to the winner. 
   In a separate portion of the 
show, Golden Boy Promo-
tions Richard Schaefer sug-
gested to let auditors check 
and compare the two boxers’ 
previous PPV performances 
to determine which is the 
bigger draw, and therefore 
deserving of the chunkier 
slice. 
   “Manny Pacquiao has now 
taken the position, which I 
endorse, if Floyd Mayweath-
er thinks that he is the great-
est fighter of all time, let’s do 
it 45 percent to Mayweather, 
45 percent to Pacquiao, and 
10 percent to the winner,” 
Arum said.
   “But we got to have parity 
here. If Mayweather really 

Promoters split on Pacman-Floyd purse

By Ronnie Nathanielsz 

NOW that World Boxing Or-
ganization flyweight cham-
pion Brian Viloria has exor-
cised the habit of losing a title 
on his second defense with 
a ninth-round knockout of 
Mexico’s Omar Nino Romero 
on Sunday, he wants to re-
main a world champion for 
some time.

“ I want to stay as long as I 
can (as champion). I told you 
when I first won the title from 
Julio Cesar ‘Pingo’ Miranda, 
that I’ll be a world champion 
for a while. I think I have 
what it takes, I’ve learned a 
lot,” Viloria told the Manila 
Standard.
   The 31-year-old Viloria 
recalled that “everyone says 
‘you’ve lost your title every 
time on the second defense’ 
and they asked me whether 
I had some psychological 
hindrance and I said ‘no,’ be-
cause I’ve learned a lot. And 
now I’ve finished my second 
title defense, impressively I 
hope, and there’s more and 
more to go. Hopefully, we’ll 

10 things we learned from Mayweather-Cotto

ken words lacks veracity.
   No negotiations can take 
place given Mayweather’s ab-
surd demands.  Think about 
Mayweather’s $40 million 
offer for the Filipino, which 
amounts to trying to humili-
ate an elected congressman.  
It completely cuts Bob Arum 
out of the financial picture.  
Proposing that the opponent’s 
promoter doesn’t get a cut of 
the financial pie is ludicrous.  
Yet, Floyd deftly blamed Bob 
Arum in front of tens of mil-
lions during Larry Merchant’s 
interview, which places pres-
sure on the latter to take what 
amounts to bread crumbs. 
   It’s Mayweather making ir-
rational demands, not Bob 
Arum.  We may never see the 
Pacquiao fight, and the blame 
belongs to Floyd Mayweather.  
Period.
6.) I think some boxing fans 
have lost enthusiasm for Pac-
quiao given the Filipino’s 
close win over Juan Manuel 
Marquez in November 2011.  
At least in the “urban” market, 
many believe that Floyd would 
outclass Pacquiao just as he 
outclassed Cotto Saturday 
night.  Interestingly, Pacquiao 

had a more impressive TKO 
win over Cotto in 2009.
7.) Larry Merchant looks 
frail, both in person and on 
television.  He’s got some 
mileage.  Yet, Merchant con-
tinues to be one of the best 
commentators on television.
8.) Justin Bieber carrying 
Mayweather’s belts?  The 
young one looked out of place, 
and seemed to have donned a 
phony smile throughout.  Lil’ 
Wayne belonged in the ring.  
Not Bieber.
9.)  Please get a better singer 
for the national anthem.  That 
one hurt our eardrums and 
eyeballs.
10.)  The prospect of jail time 
seems to be causing (positive) 
behavioral changes in Floyd 
Mayweather, Jr.  He won’t be 
the toughest S.O.B. behind 
bars. 
   Think of all the crazy psy-
chos in prison that will im-
plore Mayweather to fight 
Manny Pacquiao - from 
the convicted felons to jail 
guards.  Floyd won’t be able 
to play the “tough guy” with 
these punks, unlike his angry 
tirade with select media last 
week.

believes he can beat Pacquiao, 
which I don’t think he believes, 
he’ll pick up more than 50 per-
cent that way. But it’s up to 
Floyd,” he added.
   Schaefer believes Mayweather 
is the true moneymaker between 
the two but batted for a formal 
auditing to see the real numbers.
   “I think (Floyd) should get the 
lion’s share. I think fair is fair. I 
think what we should do is have 
one of the big three account-
ing firms account the last fights 
going back to, let’s say, 2007, 
since we’ve been involved with 
Floyd Mayweather. Account the 
pay-per-view numbers, account 
the live gates. Accumulate all 
of these numbers, we can do the 
same with Pacquiao, and then 
we can see what kind of ratio it 
is,” he said.

   “If in fact they’re the same, 
they produce the same amount 
of pay-per-views, the same 
amount of live gate revenues, 
then you know what? Yes, it 
should be a 50-50 split. But if 
they don’t, why should it?” he 
added.
   Of course, there are issues 
other than the purse split that 
both parties would have to set-
tle, like drug test.
   Pacquiao is set to defend 
his WBO welterweight title 
against undefeated American 
Timothy Bradley on June 9. 
Mayweather, who beat Miguel 
Cotto for the WBA super-
welterweight belt recently, is 
supposed to enter a county 
jail by June for a three-month 
sentence following a domestic 
violence case.

Brian Viloria’s goal: A long reign

be talking after my 20th title de-
fense!”
   The WBO champion said he 
is a far more confident fighter 
today.
   “I attribute this to the maturity 
that I’ve garnered through the 
past couple of years. Just hav-
ing confidence in your skill and 
confidence in your training and 
you are able to show that kind of 
skill in the ring and that’s what 
helped me,” said Viloria.
   He added: “With all the train-
ing I’ve done, I helped bring 

confidence to my style and that 
showed in the ring.”
   Romero complained about the 
stoppage by referee Michael 
Ortega when he was groggy 
and unstable against the ropes 
as Viloria continued to pound 
him.
   But WBO supervisor and Asia 
Pacific vice president Leon 
Panoncillo stood by the ref-
eree’s decision and said Viloria 
“practically won all the rounds 
and it was a very good showing 
by him.”

WBO flyweight champion Brian Viloria (left) hoists the Philippine flag 
after scoring a ninth-round knockout of Mexico’s Omar Nino Romero 
on Sunday. Lino Santos
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Floyd Mayweather Jr. and Miguel Cotto

Floyd Mayweather Jr. and Manny Pacquiao

 Having A Special Celebration or A Company Party?

Call 916-690-4513
Rhuena Buentipo

Owner/Operator 
heavenlyfoodcreations@hotmail.com

Heavenly Food Creations
 “A Full Catering Service”

ENJOY YOUR PARTY AND HAVE FUN WITH YOUR GUESTS.
LEAVE THE STRESS OF FOOD PREPARATION 

AND SERVING TO US. 
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Greg Comia Insurance Agency, Inc.
Tel. 916.682.6053    comiag@nationwide.com

Auto     Home     Life     Business  

7500 Elsie Ave., Suite 106 Sacramento, CA 95828 Get unbeatable local service 
with Nationwide

Call us today 

for a quote!

ALEX C. BRAVO
Law Office of

660 J Steet, Suite 200    Sacramento, CA 95814

PERSONAL INJURY
and IMMIGRATION

Alex C. Bravo
Attorney

Bus. 916.442.4822
Fax   916.442.4896

dane@fivedsarts.com916.212.3263

MAGICAL ENTERTAINMENT FOR ANY OCCASION
CLOSE UP/TABLE TO TABLE OR ON STAGE

Magic for Hire
Dane San Pedro

Ai-Ai de las Alas and ex-boyfriend (and now best friend) Miguel Vera with their 
children Niccolo and Sophia during a reunion in California last week.

By Ricardo F. Lo 

GLENDALE, Cali-
fornia — Ai-Ai de 
las Alas and Miguel 
Vera are a couple to 
behold this Sunday 
afternoon, so sweet 
are they that if you 
didn’t know that 
they’re no longer 
“on,” you will think 
that they still are.

They hug, they kiss, 
they tease each other 
and, if you dare them, 
I’m sure they will feed 
each other spoonfuls of 
the merienda they’re 
sharing with their chil-
dren Sophia and Nicco-
lo at Cheesecake Factory at Americana, Glen-
dale’s version of Beverly Hills’ The Groove, a 
promenade/shopping complex complete with 
high-end stores, all kinds of restaurants, cin-
emas and condo units, plus a slow-moving 
train that goes around the area with sight-seers. 
Booths selling souvenir items line the circular 
promenade, in the center of which are little cof-
fee tables under lush trees.
   Ai-Ai and her children are billeted in one of 
those condo units while vacationing in Cali-
fornia for almost a month now, after a show 
in the opposite coast (Atlantic City, New Jer-
sey). They are with Ai-Ai’s new love, Jed Alvin 
Salang, the basketball-player son of a car deal-
er, who, at 26, is 20-plus years Ai-Ai’s junior.
   It’s a leisurely Sunday afternoon and thanks 
to immigration lawyer for arranging my meet-
ing with Ai-Ai and Miguel. Ai-Ai and company 
have just come back from Las Vegas. Jed begs 
off from the merienda. He’s tired, resting in 
their room upstairs. Sancho, Ai-Ai’s son from 
a relationship before Miguel, has gone back to 
Manila the night before. He’s a Culinary Arts 
graduate who sampled his recipes several weeks 
ago when Ai-Ai invited her friend-reporters to a 
dinner at her Ayala Heights home.

“We’re okay,” says Miguel during the photo 
shoot outside of Cheesecake Factory.

“We’re better off as friends,” confirms Ai-Ai, 
“than as lovers.”
   They’re a happy extended family that is ex-
panding by the day. Miguel has separated from 
his wife (the one ahead of Ai-Ai) and is living 
happily ever after with a new love. Everything’s 
okay — Miguel with Jed, Ai-Ai with Miguel’s 
new girlfriend (also separated from somebody 
else), Miguel with Sancho, Jed with Ai-Ai’s 
children (Jed has a child from a past relation-
ship). Everybody is happy. Live and let live, 
love and let love.

Ai-Ai & Miguel: Love and let love

“Masaya kami,” adds Ai-Ai. It shows.
   It was Jemela Nettles who processed the 
extraordinary-ability visa of Miguel (includ-
ing his family; Miguel now has a green card) 
and it’s also Jemela who is processing Ai-Ai’s 
application for the same visa and those of So-
phia and Niccolo who are being petitioned by 
Miguel.

“That’s why Sophia and Niccolo are staying 
behind for a while,” says Ai-Ai.
   Miguel has been in the States for several 
years now, holding a regular job and doing 
acting/singing jobs on the side. He was a the-
ater actor before he left the Philippines. He has 
taken time out to be with Ai-Ai and their chil-
dren, but not staying at Ai-Ai and Jed’s rented 
condo unit.
   Our meeting over, Ai-Ai rushes to a nearby 
store to buy a pair of shoes for Niccolo to wear 
for a dinner later tonight. Niccolo is the same 
son gifted by Ai-Ai with a round-trip ticket 
from Manila to London to visit his girlfriend 
whose family has migrated there. Niccolo, 18, 
has been going steady with the girl since he 
was 15, according to Ai-Ai.
   Ai-Ai should be back home by now to re-
sume work at ABS-CBN and prepare for 
her Metro Filmfest entry with Vic Sotto and 
Bong Revilla, a joint venture among the three 
of them. Ai-Ai and Vic starred in Enteng ng 
Ina Mo, co-produced by Vic and Star Cinema 
and two other companies, which finished top-
grosser in last year’s Metro Filmfest.

Funfare learned from other sources that Star 
Cinema wanted to do a Vic/Ai-Ai follow-up 
film for this year’s Metro Filmfest but Vic 
frowned on the idea. Besides, Vic has already 
closed the deal with Bong and Ai-Ai for their 
joint project which is a yet untitled action-
comedy.

CONVERSATIONS With Ricky Lo 

BEVERLY HILLS, California — Again, if I 
were somebody else, I would start this story 
this way:

I attended the presscon for Lionsgate’s What 
To Expect When You’re Expecting (showing 
in the Philippines starting on Thursday, May 
17, released locally by Pioneer Films) Sunday 
last week at a function room of (as usual) Four 
Seasons Hotel. When Jennifer Lopez walked in 
from a side door (the stars’ “secret” entrance) 
with co-stars Cameron Diaz, Elizabeth Banks 
and Anna Kendrick, she stopped in her tracks 
when she saw me and yelled, “Hi, Ricky! Did 
you get the Christmas Card, Valentine Card 
and many other cards that I’ve sent you?”
   Then, she broke away from her companions 
and rushed to plant a kiss on both my cheeks. 
Well, I’ve interviewed her thrice before — in 
2000 for The Cell with Vince Vaughn in New 
York, a few years after that in Hong Kong 
where she launched her album and in 2010 for 
The Back-Up Plan with Alex O’Loughlin (of 
the revived Hawaii Five-O) — and I presumed 
that, ehem, we’re close.
   But, of course, that was not what happened. 
I wasn’t much of an ilusyonado to presume 
that every Hollywood 
star that I interview auto-
matically becomes close 
to me. The truth is that 
when Jennifer arrived, 
she didn’t even glance 
at me…maybe because I 
was partly hidden at the 
back of the venue? Well, 
maybe.
   In the movie inspired 
by Heidi Murkoff’s best-
selling self-help book for 
pregnant women, Jenni-
fer doesn’t play a preg-
nant woman (Cameron 
and Anna do) but a pho-
tographer (Holly) set to 
travel the world to adopt 
a child, with Brazilian 
actor Rodrigo Santoro 
(See accompanying sto-
ry) as her husband Alex 
who isn’t too sold to his 
wife’s plan. In The Back-
Up Plan, however, Jennifer did play a late-
bloomer in a hurry to get pregnant at all costs, 
come what might.
   There were more than 50 of us journalists 
both “domestic” and “international” in atten-
dance and time was limited so I had to com-
pete with the rest for a chance to ask a ques-
tion. I got it!

As an SOP (Standard Operating Procedure), I 
had to introduce myself first.

“Hi, Jennifer. I am Ricky Lo from the Philip-
pines…”

Jennifer: Oh, hi, how are you?

“I’m okay. On behalf of the Filipinos, I want 
to thank you for ‘saving’ Jessica Sanchez on 
American Idol.” (Remember how Judge Jen-
nifer went onstage and grabbed the mike from 
a stunned Jessica and “scolded” everybody for 
not voting for a truly talented singer, thereby 
retaining Jessica among the Top Four. Jessica 
has just made it to the Top Three, with one 
more hurdle for her to land in a winner’s slot.)

Jennifer: You are very welcome!

“I notice that you have such a strong Philip-
pine connection…”
   I thought I saw a sparkle in Jennifer’s eyes. I 
guessed that only she and I knew what I meant, 
with the other journalists absolutely clueless. 
You, too, know what I mean, don’t you? Well, 
Jennifer’s second husband (lasting 10 months), 
dancer Cris Judd, was half-Filipino, and the ex-
boyfriend of the ex-wife (Dayanara Torres) of 
Jennifer’s third ex-husband Marc Anthony was 
a Filipino — yes, Aga Muhlach (the CamSur’s 
would-be congressman). Her first husband was 
Ojani Noa and their marriage lasted for only 11 
months. Jennifer is now romantically linked to 
dancer-choreographer Casper Smart.
   It was even Jennifer who brought up her 
“Philippine connection” during our third in-
terview, also in the same venue. When she 
learned that I came from the Philippines, she 
volunteered the information about her second 
failed marriage, saying, “Yes, my ex-husband 
was half-Filipino.”
   At the What To Expect presscon, as intro to 
my question, I said, “Did you know that mak-
ing babies is a popular cottage industry in the 
Philippines?” (Laughter from the gallery) “My 
question is: Having had twins, what tips can 
you give expecting women not only in the 
Philippines but all over the world?”

Jennifer: “You know, making babies is a very 
personal experience. One woman’s experience 
may not be the same as those of the others, or 
different from mine, so I can’t really give any 
tips.”

The Pinay in J. Lo

“That’s okay. Thank you, Jennifer!”
   As in our previous encounters, Jennifer was 
lovable and lively, full of energy, her sing-song 
voice as musical as ever, answering every ques-
tion with infectious verve, straight from the 
heart. She easily breaks into a lusty laughter that 
makes her so charming. In case you want to know, 
Jennifer in person looks exactly like she does on 
screen — seems taller than her 5’6”-frame, has 
a deliciously light chocolate-brown complex-
ion and, as she told Conversations in a previ-
ous interview, she keeps “that J.Lo” look by one 
simple “beauty secret:” “Moisturize, moisturize, 

moisturize!” Is her famous 
butt really insured by several 
millions? “Not true,” she had 
said in our first interview.
I told Jennifer that on behalf 
of the Filipinos, I wanted to 
thank her for ‘saving’ Jessica 
Sanchez (below, now well 
into the Top 3). She smiled 
and said, ‘You are very wel-
come!’

About the book: “I find it so 
incredibly accurate, so help-
ful to pregnant women. It’s 
so amazing, that’s why it’s 
popular. It tells you exactly, 
week to week, what’s hap-
pening to you in the moment. 
I think women, by nature, 
when we’re pregnant, we are 
so worried that things might 
not be okay. And here you 
have this book saying, ‘This 
is supposed to be happening. 

Don’t worry. You’re supposed to feel like this.’ 
I think the movie does the exact same thing. It 
reassures you by telling five totally different 
stories about being pregnant and making you 
laugh. The book helps you to not freak out; it 
calms you down.”
   About her character Holly: “She lives with a 
tremendous guilt for not being able to do certain 
things and one of them is the fact that she can’t 
have a baby. The one thing that women are sup-
posed to be able to do, she feels like she can’t 
deliver that. So she’s always pushing to make 
this perfect life. She tells Alex, ‘Let’s have the 
house and the baby and the this and the that.’ 
And you realize how much it’s all weighing on 
her. She and Alex have been trying to have chil-
dren but they just can’t. So they decide to adopt 
one.”

Is she happy where she is now?
   “Yeah. I am good even if I feel a little bit tired 
right now. I’ve been rehearsing (Presumably for 
her reported forthcoming concert tour with En-
rique Iglesias. — RFL), I’ve been doing Idol, 
promoting this movie and taking care of my 
kids. But I feel good about everything; I feel that 
everything is going so well.”
   In a post-divorce interview with Vanity Fair 
middle of last year, Jennifer said about the 
break-up of her marriage to Marc, father of her 
twins, “I really wanted this family to work. That 
was my biggest dream, and I worked hard at it. 
We both did. Sometimes it doesn’t work — and 
that’s sad.”
   Asked if she hoped to have more children, Jen-
nifer laughed.
Your Conversationalist with Jennifer a few 
years ago in Hong Kong where she launched her 
album. Inset: The book that inspired the movie.
   “It would be a blessing. But right now, I’m 
focused on just my two kids.”

Motherhood becomes her.
   “When I was about to give birth, it just sudden-
ly hit me that I was going to be responsible for 
two other human beings. It hits you again when 
the kids start talking. You know, when you have 
kids you really have a great time every moment 
of the day. They just bring so much joy and hap-
piness to your life. But it makes me feel kind of 
guilty when I have to leave home to work when 
they ask, ‘Mom, are you leaving again?’ And I 
say, ‘Yes, baby, mommy has to work every day.’ 
Someday, they will understand.”
   After the presscon, I made my way to the “se-
cret exit” and handed Jennifer copies of The 
STAR carrying our three past interviews.

Her eyes lit up and she cooed, “Glad to see you 
again!”
   Oh well, whether Jennifer really meant it or 
said it for want of anything nice to say, that was 
more than enough. When she flashed her mil-
lion-dollar smile at me, I was transfixed.
J.Lo made my day.

By Tom Weir

Manny Pacquiao 
probably won’t 
ever fight Floyd 
Mayweather Jr., 
but he is ready to 
take on President 
Obama.

The boxing champion, 
who has been outspo-
ken about his religious 
convictions in recent 
months, has challenged 
the president on the is-
sue of same-sex mar-
riage.
   In an interview with the National Conserva-
tive Examiner, Pacquiao stated his position on 
the issue:
   “God only expects man and woman to be to-
gether and to be legally married, only if they are 
in love with each other.
   “It should not be of the same sex so as to adul-
terate the altar of matrimony, like in the days of 
Sodom and Gomorrah of Old.”
   
Pacquiao also invoked Old Testament, and re-
cited Leviticus 20:13, saying: “If a man lies 
with a man as one lies with a woman, both of 
them have done what is detestable. They must 

Manny Pacquiao challenges Obama 
on same-sex marriage

be put to death; their blood will be on their 
own heads.”
   In February, Pacquiao announced “I am no 
longer in the vice business” and that he would 
no longer engage in cockfighting or gambling.

Last year he also said that, as a member of 
Congress in the Philippines, he would oppose 
legislation aimed at making condoms and fam-
ily planning advice more readily available.

“It’s sinful to use condoms and commit abor-
tion,” Pacquiao said last May.

Jennifer Lopez

I told Jennifer that on behalf of the Fili-
pinos, I wanted to thank her for ‘saving’ 
Jessica Sanchez (below, now well into the 
Top 3). She smiled and said, ‘You are very 
welcome!’

Manny Pacquiao
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8B Entertainment Philippine Fiesta
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Inside Seafood City
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(Next to Mango Tours)
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FILIPINO FIESTA
of Sacramento 2012

FREE ADMISSION

SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 2012

10 AM - 5 PM

PARADE, FOOD BOOTHS, GAMES

ENTERTAINMENT, HEALTH FAIRE

VENDORS, CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS

INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES

CAREER FAIRE AND MORE...

Join us on Saturday, June 2 in our search for:

Miss Little Fiesta Filipina; Miss Young Fiesta Filipina

Miss Teen Fiesta Filipina and Miss Fiesta Filipina

Jose Rizal Community Center

7320 Florin Mall Drive, Sacramento, CA 95823

Visit our website: www.sactofiesta.org

For more information contact:
Lilia Rivera 916.524.8008
Margie Pasalo 916.606.7179
Joe Gonzalez 916.396.7863
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